Victorian Commandery - New Members Dinner

27 August 2026 — West Brighton Club

What a wonderful evening it was to welcome our new members to the Victorian
Commandery of the Order of St Lazarus.

Members and guests began arriving at the West Brighton Club at 6.30 pm, gathering
in the reception room where we were greeted with a glass of bubbly and some
scrumptious canapés. It was immediately apparent that this was going to be a relaxed
and happy evening.

At 7 o’clock, I rang the Club’s “gong” — rather splendidly made from a First World
War shell casing — to summon our members and guests into the dining room. There
we were greeted by the spectacular sight of one long table set for 43 guests.

Before the Gong After the Gong

There were deliberately no place cards. This created a little initial confusion, but that
was really the point! Everyone had to mix, introduce themselves and work out where
they were going to sit. It proved a very effective way of getting people talking to one
another before dinner had even begun. A brilliant idea Ann.

Once we were finally settled, Ann Tomlinson welcomed everyone in her usual
relaxed fashion, after which I outlined what we could expect from the evening.
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Following Grace, said by Father Glen Tattersall, we tucked into a delicious seafood
entrée. It did not take long for everyone to relax, something clearly demonstrated by
the steadily increasing volume of conversation and laughter around the table.

Then came the first of the more serious
moments of the evening.

It was my great pleasure to formally
welcome our newest members and to
present Brevets to Elizabeth Elder,
Karen Rethwisch and Tony Wark.
Elizabeth’s reaction was particularly
delightful. She was completely surprised
to receive her Brevet, having not being
inducted in Perth. Her obvious pleasure
made the presentation a particularly
happy moment.

After another enthusiastic bout of conversation, the main course arrived — an
alternate drop of stuffed roast chicken and barramundi. The food was magnificent.
Yummy!

The evening then returned to the more formal business of presenting further Brevets
and awards.

Throughout these presentations, I spoke about the importance of tradition within our
ancient Order. We continue to recognise our historic ranks for members and Clerical
appointments, the Order of Merit, as well as our various medallions.

These traditions matter. While we certainly know how to enjoy ourselves, the
honours of the Order recognise service, commitment and contribution, and their
presentation deserves a proper sense of occasion.

I had the honour of presenting Commander brevets to Cynthia and Micheal Hines
and a belated Knight brevet to Chev. Michael Kirwan.



Dame Robin Richardson accepted her Officer in the Order of Merit brevet for her
service to the Victorian Commandery and Chev. David Richards received the
Bronze Medallion for his service in the Green Cross Project.

The highlight of the evening was undoubtedly the presentation of the brevet for the
Silver Star of Merit to Chev. John Molnar. It was a significant and very well-
deserved honour, and it was a privilege for me to make the presentation.

Chev. Michael Kirwan, Chev. John Molnar, Michael Hines, Cynthia Hines, Dame Robin Richards,
David Richards and Chev. Dr Ian Dickson

Having satisfactorily completed the serious business of the evening, it was time to
return to some fun.

I explained a little of the history and traditions of the West Brighton Club, not least
the important fact that it is a singing club. Our members and guests were therefore
compelled — with remarkably little resistance — to participate in a Commandery

singing session featuring some of the Club’s favourite songs.

I am pleased to report that everyone passed the test with flying colours and were duly
regarded as an honorary member of the West Brighton Club for the evening!

Then came perhaps the most spectacular course of the night: a wonderful apple tart
dessert, which I personally loved.

With coffee served, the wind-down part of the evening commenced — although
“wind-down” may not be quite the right description, because we were soon singing



again. Everybody joined enthusiastically in a rousing rendition of “O Lord, It’s Hard
to Be Humble”, known affectionately as West Brighton Club Song No. 2.

Before the evening concluded, I thanked the West Brighton Club for its generous
hospitality and the wonderful food and wine; Ann Tomlinson for all her work in
organising such a successful evening; and, of course, all our members and guests for
attending.

Most importantly, I thanked our new members, because this was their night. We were
there to welcome them not simply to an organisation, but into the fellowship and
traditions of the Order of St Lazarus.

The final word — or perhaps I should say the final song — appropriately belonged to
Father Glen Tattersall, who brought proceedings to a close by singing the Club’s
Benediction.

And so ended a wonderful night of fellowship, friendship, tradition, good food, good
wine and a great deal of laughter. It was a marvellous way to bring together old
members, our new members and guests.

If this is what our New Members Dinner is going to be like, I think we may have
started a tradition worth keeping!

Ian Dickson
President



