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Victorian Commandery’s early start to the year with a garden party 

Approximately forty members of the Order of Saint Lazarus, prospective members, and friends 

gathered for the annual Garden Part. Despite steady rain throughout much of the day, the weather 

did little to dampen the enthusiasm and good spirits of those attending. 

Preparations by the hosts, Ian and Lisa, had begun well before guests arrived. The morning was spent 

readying the garden for the occasion, including clearing fallen leaves and repeatedly erecting—and 

then dismantling—the garden umbrella as changing weather conditions, strong winds, and the threat 

of thunderstorms required continual adjustments. Eventually, prudence prevailed, and the outdoor 

cushions were safely brought indoors ahead of the approaching storm. 

As a result, the Garden Party initially became an “Indoor Algoma Looking Out at the Rain Party.” 

Guests gathered throughout the house, occupying the dining room, music room, television room, 

and hallway, enjoying refreshments and the opportunity to meet and converse with fellow members 

and friends. The atmosphere was relaxed, welcoming, and thoroughly enjoyable. 

After approximately an hour, careful observation of the weather suggested that conditions had 

improved. The rain eased, the sun appeared, and a collective decision was made to move the 

gathering outdoors. The umbrella was once again erected, the cushions returned to their places, and 

guests relocated to the garden—a decision that proved most successful. 

The remainder of the afternoon was spent enjoying the garden surroundings, refreshments, and 

conversation. Guests mingled freely, renewing old friendships, welcoming newer members, and 

fostering the spirit of fellowship that is such an important part of the Order’s community life. 

As the afternoon passed, the gathering settled into a relaxed and convivial atmosphere, providing an 

excellent opportunity for members and friends to reconnect at the beginning of the year. 

The event was a most enjoyable occasion and a fitting way to commence another year of fellowship 

and service within the Order. 



        

 

 

 


