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Order of St Lazarus Fundraising Dinner for Green Cross Project Inc. 

Guests began arriving at the magnificent entrance of Ormond College at approximately 6.00 pm on a 

beautiful Melbourne autumn evening. Parked prominently at the entrance was the VACCHO Green 

Cross bus, providing an immediate and tangible introduction to the evening's purpose. Also on 

display was Bayside Health’s newly acquired bus, symbolising the growing impact of the Green Cross 

Project. 

Guests made their way through the historic corridors of Ormond College before gathering in the 

elegant Dining Room Reception area, where pre-dinner refreshments were served. 

At 6.30 pm, guests were invited into Ormond College’s impressive dining hall—reminiscent of the 

Great Hall from Harry Potter—to enjoy a superb three-course meal served at traditional long 

banquet tables. 

The evening commenced with a welcome from the Master of Ormond College, Dr Ari Metuamate, 

followed by Grace delivered by Rev Ray Cleary AM ChLJ OMLJ. 

Following the entrée, one of the highlights of the evening was the presentation of the Order of St 

Lazarus Essay Award. Generously donated by Warrington and Mrs Trish Cameron CLJ and awarded 

annually to an Ormond College student, this year’s prize was presented to Erin Grant for her essay 

addressing the topic: “What obligation do I have towards those experiencing persistent 

disadvantage?” 

Erin, an outstanding young woman currently studying music at university, delivered a heartfelt and 

inspiring address. She spoke passionately about her experience meeting a disadvantaged child and 

the profound impact that encounter had on her understanding of social responsibility. In a 

remarkable gesture of generosity, Erin donated her $1,000 prize to charity. 

Her speech was both moving and memorable, reflecting great maturity and compassion. Erin’s 

mother, Ms Sam Grant, travelled from Perth to share the occasion with her daughter, and her pride 

was evident to all present. Erin’s speech was also recorded for her father, who was unfortunately 

unable to attend. 

Following the main course, Chev Anthony Kennedy OAM KHS KLJ CMLJ delivered a powerful 

presentation on the work of Green Cross Project Inc. He highlighted the organisation’s partnership 

model with healthcare providers as an effective means of addressing critical gaps within the health 



system and acknowledged the many dedicated individuals whose commitment has contributed to 

the organisation’s success. For a copy please visit: Resources – Green Cross Project Inc 

A significant moment of the evening was the formal handover of the keys to the new bus. Anthony 

also reflected on the true meaning of charity, emphasising that its reward lies not in recognition but 

in the quiet knowledge that, through our collective gifts of time, talent, and treasure, we are making 

a meaningful difference in the lives of people we may never meet. This philosophy lies at the heart of 

the values and mission of the Order of St Lazarus. 

The impact of Anthony’s address was evident, with several guests responding immediately by 

committing to fund the registration and operating costs of the four buses currently serving the 

community. 

As the evening drew to a close, enthusiasm around the Silent Auction intensified, ultimately raising 

more than $11,000. Congratulations and sincere thanks are due to Chev Ian Armstrong OAM KLJ 

MMLJ and Dame Mary Armstrong DLJ MMLJ for their outstanding efforts in coordinating this 

successful initiative. 

By every measure, the evening was a tremendous success. The venue and atmosphere were 

exceptional, thanks to the hospitality of Ormond College. The meal was generous and of excellent 

quality, and the Silent Auction was professionally organised and executed by Ian and Mary Armstrong 

and Chris Prior. 

Most importantly, the evening beautifully demonstrated the mission of the Order of St Lazarus: 

supporting young people and assisting those experiencing disadvantage within our community. 

Special recognition must be given to Trish Cameron, whose leadership as Almoner, together with the 

dedication of her committee, exemplifies what can be achieved through vision, commitment, and 

hard work. 

The event raised in excess of $40,000 for Green Cross Project Inc.—an outstanding achievement and 

a testament to the generosity of all involved. 
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Ormond College’s grand hall.     the evening. 
 

  

Mrs Brenda Carr and Chev Max Carr KLJ CMLJ          GCPI’s vehicle was parked in front of Ormond.              


