Australian Grand Priory Celebrates the 2026 National Chapter in Perth

The Western Australian Commandery proudly hosted the Order of Saint Lazarus 2026 National
Chapter in Perth from 8—-10 May 2026, bringing together members from across Australia for a highly
successful weekend celebrating the Order's enduring mission of Christian service.

Proceedings commenced with a Welcome Reception aboard a Swan River cruise, where members
and guests enjoyed the opportunity to reconnect in the spectacular surroundings of Perth's iconic
waterways. The evening provided a warm and fitting start to a weekend dedicated to strengthening

the bonds of companionship and shared purpose.

Friday focused on the important business of the Order, with
executive and committee meetings enabling the National Council,
Chancellery, Chaplains, Foundation, and other officers to review
achievements, discuss future initiatives, and ensure the continued
growth and good governance of the Australian Grand Priory. A
seminar and briefing for postulants prepared those seeking
admission into the Order, reinforcing the traditions, responsibilities,
and values that have guided Saint Lazarus for more than nine
centuries.

A deeply significant moment of the Chapter was the Vigil Service at
St Mary's Cathedral, where postulants solemnly took their oaths in
preparation for Investiture. The service reflected the Order's
unwavering commitment to Christian faith, charity, and service to
those in need.
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Later that evening, members gathered for the Vigil Dinner, where Leprosy Mission Australia
delivered a compelling presentation on its work in Indonesia, highlighting the life-changing impact of
early diagnosis, treatment, and community support for people affected by leprosy. The presentation
reaffirmed the close alignment between the Order's hospitaller mission and its longstanding support

of those living with neglected diseases.

Saturday's Chapter Meeting marked another
important milestone, with members receiving
and adopting reports that showcased the
significant achievements of the Australian
Grand Priory over the past year and setting a
clear direction for the future. The highlight of
the weekend followed that evening with the
Investiture Service at St George's Cathedral.
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In a ceremony rich in tradition and symbolism, postulants were formally admitted into the Order,
while other members were recognised through promotions and awards for their outstanding
commitment and service. The celebrations continued with the traditional Investiture Dinner at the
Weld Club, where members and guests reflected on the achievements of the weekend in an
atmosphere of friendship and camaraderie.

The National Chapter concluded on
Sunday with the celebration of Mass
at the Chapel of the Immaculate
Conception at Mercedes College. As
members gathered for the Eucharist
before departing for home, the

| service provided a fitting conclusion
to a memorable National Chapter—
" one that strengthened the Australian
Grand Priory's commitment to faith,
f fellowship, and its enduring mission
of serving humanity.
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