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An Evening of Fellowship, Faith, and 
Christian Service at Historic Wynberg 

The Queensland Commandery of The Military and Hospitaller Order of St Lazarus of 
Jerusalem was recently honoured to attend a distinguished reception hosted by Most 
Reverend Shane Mackinlay, Archbishop of Brisbane, at the magnificent historic 
rectory of Wynberg in New Farm. 

Representing the Queensland Commandery were Chevalier Col. Gregory J Fellows 
KGOTJ KSJ OLJ and Treasurer David Collyer OLJ, who joined a gathering of 
respected members of the wider faith community, charitable supporters, diocesan 
representatives, and community leaders for an evening dedicated to fellowship, 
dialogue, and support of the Church’s charitable mission. 

Set within one of Brisbane’s most historically significant ecclesiastical residences, 
the evening provided an inspiring reminder of the enduring importance of Christian 
service, charitable outreach, and collaborative engagement across the faith 
community. 

A Heritage Setting Rich in Christian History 

Wynberg itself served as a remarkable backdrop for the occasion. Steeped in 
ecclesiastical history and architectural grandeur, the residence stands as one of 
Brisbane’s finest heritage properties associated with the Catholic Archdiocese. 

Guests arriving through the grand gates and tree-lined entrance were welcomed into 
beautifully preserved surroundings featuring ornate stained-glass windows, polished 
timber interiors, historic reception rooms, and tranquil gardens illuminated beneath 
the evening sky. The atmosphere reflected both dignity and warmth — a fitting 
environment for meaningful fellowship and conversation. 

The historic significance of Wynberg, once home to Archbishop James Duhig and a 
centrepiece of Brisbane’s Catholic heritage, added a profound sense of continuity 
between past and present works of Christian mission and service. 

Supporting Compassion in Action 

Throughout the evening, attendees engaged in thoughtful and encouraging 
discussions surrounding a number of important diocesan initiatives and charitable 
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outreach programs serving vulnerable individuals and families throughout 
Queensland. 

Particular focus was given to programs such as: 

• The Mary MacKillop Education Fund Bursaries 
• Trinity Pantry 
• Centacare 
• Various diocesan welfare and outreach initiatives supporting education, food 

security, family assistance, and community care 

The reception highlighted the importance of partnerships, goodwill, and collective 
Christian action in addressing the practical needs of the community while 
strengthening faith-based support networks. 

For the Queensland Commandery, the evening reinforced the shared values that 
unite many Christian charitable organisations — compassion, dignity, service, 
hospitality, and care for others. 

Building Relationships Across the Faith Community 

One of the most valuable aspects of the gathering was the opportunity to strengthen 
relationships and engage in meaningful dialogue with like-minded individuals 
committed to charitable and humanitarian service. 

The Military and Hospitaller Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem has long upheld a 
mission centred upon Christian chivalry expressed through charitable works and 
compassionate service to humanity. Events such as this continue to demonstrate the 
ongoing relevance of the Order within the broader Christian and community 
landscape. 

The Queensland Commandery was proud to stand alongside others who share a 
commitment to supporting vulnerable communities and promoting Christian values 
through practical action. 

A Warm and Memorable Reception 

The evening was further enhanced by the exceptional hospitality extended by 
Archbishop Shane Mackinlay and his staff. 

Guests were treated to a superb reception featuring beautifully prepared canapés, 
champagne, fine wines, and a range of delightful refreshments served throughout 
the elegant reception rooms of Wynberg. The atmosphere was relaxed yet refined, 
allowing conversations and connections to flourish naturally among attendees. 

The warmth and generosity shown throughout the evening reflected the spirit of 
Christian hospitality at its finest. 
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Continuing the Mission of St Lazarus 

Reflecting on the evening, President Chev. Gregory J Fellows KGOTJ noted the 
importance of such gatherings in strengthening both visibility and fellowship for the 
Order within the wider faith and charitable community. 

“The evening served as a powerful reminder that the mission of St Lazarus remains 
both relevant and necessary in today’s world — not simply as a historic Order of 
Christian Chivalry, but as a living community of faith, service, compassion, and 
fellowship.” 

The Queensland Commandery extends its sincere gratitude to Most Reverend 
Shane Mackinlay, Archbishop of Brisbane, for his gracious invitation and generous 
hospitality, and looks forward to continuing to support and engage with charitable 
initiatives that strengthen communities and uphold Christian values across Australia. 
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Yours in the service of St Lazarus, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Atavis et Armis 
 
Chevalier Col. Gregory J Fellows KGOTJ KSJ OLJ 
 
President 
Queensland Commandery 
Military and Hospitaller Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem 
E: greg@gregfellows.com P: 0478 884 328 
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