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An Evening of Fellowship, Faith, and
Christian Service at Historic Wynberg

The Queensland Commandery of The Military and Hospitaller Order of St Lazarus of
Jerusalem was recently honoured to attend a distinguished reception hosted by Most
Reverend Shane Mackinlay, Archbishop of Brisbane, at the magnificent historic
rectory of Wynberg in New Farm.

Representing the Queensland Commandery were Chevalier Col. Gregory J Fellows
KGOTJ KSJ OLJ and Treasurer David Collyer OLJ, who joined a gathering of
respected members of the wider faith community, charitable supporters, diocesan
representatives, and community leaders for an evening dedicated to fellowship,
dialogue, and support of the Church’s charitable mission.

Set within one of Brisbane’s most historically significant ecclesiastical residences,
the evening provided an inspiring reminder of the enduring importance of Christian
service, charitable outreach, and collaborative engagement across the faith
community.

A Heritage Setting Rich in Christian History

Wynberg itself served as a remarkable backdrop for the occasion. Steeped in
ecclesiastical history and architectural grandeur, the residence stands as one of
Brisbane’s finest heritage properties associated with the Catholic Archdiocese.

Guests arriving through the grand gates and tree-lined entrance were welcomed into
beautifully preserved surroundings featuring ornate stained-glass windows, polished
timber interiors, historic reception rooms, and tranquil gardens illuminated beneath
the evening sky. The atmosphere reflected both dignity and warmth — a fitting
environment for meaningful fellowship and conversation.

The historic significance of Wynberg, once home to Archbishop James Duhig and a

centrepiece of Brisbane’s Catholic heritage, added a profound sense of continuity
between past and present works of Christian mission and service.

Supporting Compassion in Action

Throughout the evening, attendees engaged in thoughtful and encouraging
discussions surrounding a number of important diocesan initiatives and charitable
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outreach programs serving vulnerable individuals and families throughout
Queensland.

Particular focus was given to programs such as:

e The Mary MacKillop Education Fund Bursaries

« Trinity Pantry

« Centacare

« Various diocesan welfare and outreach initiatives supporting education, food
security, family assistance, and community care

The reception highlighted the importance of partnerships, goodwill, and collective
Christian action in addressing the practical needs of the community while
strengthening faith-based support networks.

For the Queensland Commandery, the evening reinforced the shared values that
unite many Christian charitable organisations — compassion, dignity, service,
hospitality, and care for others.

Building Relationships Across the Faith Community

One of the most valuable aspects of the gathering was the opportunity to strengthen
relationships and engage in meaningful dialogue with like-minded individuals
committed to charitable and humanitarian service.

The Military and Hospitaller Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem has long upheld a
mission centred upon Christian chivalry expressed through charitable works and
compassionate service to humanity. Events such as this continue to demonstrate the
ongoing relevance of the Order within the broader Christian and community
landscape.

The Queensland Commandery was proud to stand alongside others who share a
commitment to supporting vulnerable communities and promoting Christian values
through practical action.

A Warm and Memorable Reception

The evening was further enhanced by the exceptional hospitality extended by
Archbishop Shane Mackinlay and his staff.

Guests were treated to a superb reception featuring beautifully prepared canapés,
champagne, fine wines, and a range of delightful refreshments served throughout

the elegant reception rooms of Wynberg. The atmosphere was relaxed yet refined,
allowing conversations and connections to flourish naturally among attendees.

The warmth and generosity shown throughout the evening reflected the spirit of
Christian hospitality at its finest.
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Continuing the Mission of St Lazarus

Reflecting on the evening, President Chev. Gregory J Fellows KGOTJ noted the
importance of such gatherings in strengthening both visibility and fellowship for the
Order within the wider faith and charitable community.

“The evening served as a powerful reminder that the mission of St Lazarus remains
both relevant and necessary in today’s world — not simply as a historic Order of
Christian Chivalry, but as a living community of faith, service, compassion, and
fellowship.”

The Queensland Commandery extends its sincere gratitude to Most Reverend
Shane Mackinlay, Archbishop of Brisbane, for his gracious invitation and generous
hospitality, and looks forward to continuing to support and engage with charitable
initiatives that strengthen communities and uphold Christian values across Australia.
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Wynberg in the Willcocks era, before the addition of the upper level fernery and the redesigned and heightened tower.

A stone mason from Devon who later
buiit railways in South Africa (including
to Wynberg near Capetown), Willcock
eventually came to Qu &
reputation grew as a

in completing railway proj

works.

Under the d
In the early 1860s, a brick dwelling was Bros & [Claud
built for John Abraham (ca 1833-65) and was e 3
it likely faced towards present-day New more |
Farm Park to take advantage of river views  the k
and breezes. "

In 1863, he sold to Darling Downs squatter
Henry Bates Fitz (1817-80) who named

the home Ashton. The house remained -
in that family until purchased in 1890 by
George Charles Willcocks (1857-1916).

O n land acquired by George Raff in
1853, successive owners of this
“highly desirable Gentleman’s Suburban
Villa” included law court official John
Abraham, grazier and politician Henry
Bates Fitz, and railway contractor George
Willcocks, before the property was acquired
by the Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane.

NEW FARM & DisTRicTs -
HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
wwwnewlarmhistorical.org sy

late Victorian residences in
Brisbane and the setting -
for many fashionable social
gatherings.

Following Mr Willcocks’
death in 1916, his wife and
family continued to live here
until 1925 when it was sold
to Archbishop James Duhig
(1871-1965) for his residence.

Archbishop Duhig's additions
included extending the

tower by one level and
enclosing the fernery for more
accommodation. He also
incorporated furnishings from a Colonna
mansion in Rome, and decorated the walls
with the works of local artists and copies
of old masters in ornate gilded frames.

The white marble fountain on the front

Three of Wynberg's prominent residents included (from left) pastoralist
Henry Bates Fitz, contr: G
James Duhig (SLQ:
Supplement, 20 January 1917, p 23}

de several monograms of George Charles Wilicocks' initials. The marble fountain
¥ (SLQ 199505), while rear access o the house is via a laneway to Browne Stroet.

arfes Willcocks, and Archbishop
2; The Queensiander

George
0341 & 184i

Guests to the house have included

Dame Nellie Melba and General Douglas
MacArthur, as well as governors, cardinals,
premiers, prime ministers, artists and
schoolchildren.

Dedicated to a better Brishane
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Yours in the service of St Lazarus,

Atavis ét Armis
Chevalier Col. Gregory J Fellows KGOTJ KSJ OLJ

President

Queensland Commandery

Military and Hospitaller Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem
E: greg@aredfellows.com P: 0478 884 328
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