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2026 NATIONAL CHAPTER MEETING | PERTH, WA 

We are looking forward to welcoming everyone to Perth for our National Chapter for 2026.    

We will begin with a Welcome Reception on Thursday evening 7 May, at a singularly remarkable venue which we are still in the 

process of discovering.  The surprise will add to the excitement of your visit. 

The Duxton is the designated Conference Hotel and a reduced rate has been negotiated.  Arrangements will be set up so that 

when booking there is opportunity for your Conference membership to be established and the rate implemented.  The Duxton 

is situated on St George’s Terrace, next to the Perth Concert Hall, and within easy strolling distance from the venues we will be 

using during the evenings. 

You may wish to scan the internet for accommodation nearby which might be more agreeable to your needs and instincts; 

however, the Duxton has the advantage of allowing us to be on the spot for meetings, all of which, on Friday and Saturday 8 

and 9 May, will be held there. 

The Vigil Service is on Friday evening 8 May and will be held at St Mary’s Cathedral, followed by a light supper. 

The Investiture service on Saturday 9 May will be at St George’s Cathedral and will be followed by a formal dinner at the Weld 

Club.   

Both Cathedrals are buildings of immense historical significance and important landmarks in the City of Perth. 

On Sunday morning 10 May a Mass will be held in Mercedes College Chapel, presided over by Bishop Don Sproxton.  Mercedes 

College is a distinguished school in the centre of the city and their chapel is of great beauty. 

We would encourage you, if your schedule allows, to take advantage of the National Chapter being in Perth by expanding your 

visit into a longer stay, either to spend time exploring the City, King’s Park, Fremantle, the beaches – Cottesloe, City Beach, 

Trigg etc are only several kilometres from the centre of the City, river cruises along the Swan River and the historic monastery 

at New Norcia.  All these can be accomplished as day trips whilst still based in the City.  If you become stirred by a spirit of 

adventure, then it is an excellent idea to hire a care and sally forth to more distant parts and explore the many, many wineries 

in and around Margaret River. 

You might even be tempted to venture forth to such far-flung places like Kununurra or Mt Magnet.   Or maybe, on sober 

reflection, leave them for another day. 

In short, there is much to see and experience here, both before and after the National Chapter, and we urge you to feel 

inspired and enthused to make the most of your visit by lashing out, indulging and savouring the best of Western Australia. 

We look forward to seeing you.  Don’t miss. 

The Very Reverend Dr John Shepherd AM ChLJ OMLJ  



 

December 2025 

3 Unification through Communication 

At the heart of the Christmas story is a family pushed to the margin of society. A man and his wife, who is expecting a child, 

find themselves homeless and forced to spend the night with animals in a stable. During that night a Son is born who 

continually aligned Himself with those on the outer edges. 

Those afflicted with leprosy not only have to live with a debilitating illness but also, through ignorance and stigma, find 

themselves pushed to the fringes of society. To support those afflicted find relief from leprosy, the National Project has already 

raised significant funds. Great thanks go to our members and our Commanderies for their generous support and the 

Foundation for harnessing funding from the Federal Government. 

The first article of a new feature called In Our Community appears in this issue of the Lazarus Letter. In Our Community is a 

deeper dive into the many ways our Commanderies practically support the disadvantaged and those living in the margins of 

our society. This issue features the South Australian Commandery providing meals for the homeless. 

I wish you all a Happy and Holy Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 

Chev Brian Oldman KLJ MMLJ 
Editor 

FOREWORD                                                                                                 

St George's Cathedral is a historic Anglican cathedral located in Cathedral Square, Perth, Western Australia. It is the principal 

Anglican church known for its stunning Gothic Revival architecture and beautiful stained glass windows.   

Architecture: Designed by architect Edmund Blacket, the cathedral was consecrated in 1888 and built from  

locally-made materials including handmade bricks, Fremantle limestone, and jarrah timber for the roof. 

Art & Sculpture: The grounds feature "Ascalon," an abstract sculpture depicting the story of St George and the dragon.  

The interior includes a Soldier's Chapel and various icons.  

Music: The cathedral is noted for its acclaimed choir and features a large mechanical action pipe organ, one of the finest in 

Australia, and a peal of eight bells which are rung on Sundays. 

Atmosphere: The cathedral is a peaceful and serene place for quiet contemplation and reflection in the bustling city centre.  

FRONT COVER                                                                                                
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GRAND PRIOR’S LETTER 

I n the December 2023 
edition of the Lazarus 

Letter, Emeritus Grand Prior 
Chev Hon Gavin Fielding AM 
GCLJ GCMLJ GCrLJ then 
Grand Prior, commented on 
the troubled world we live 
in. He noted the war in 
Eastern Europe and the 
Middle East as well as an 
unprecedented housing 
shortage and homelessness 

in Australia and inflation imposing hardship on Australian 
families. 

I am sure that all of our members would see this as a timely 
reminder that two years later, the problems facing Australia 
and the rest of the world have not changed. The demands for 
charitable assistance in our communities have not diminished 
and I urge all Commanderies to continue their commitment 
to serve to alleviate the plight of the sick, the poor and 
persecuted whether they suffer a deficiency in spiritual or 
physical health, or a poverty of means necessary to live life 
with dignity. 

It is also important that we remember the origins of the 
Order: our brief to care for lepers. In this context there are 
two important endeavours that I wish to comment on. 

The first is World Leprosy Day which is scheduled annually on 
the 26th of January. While this is a major public holiday in 
Australia, I would urge Commanderies to consider 
recognition of the day or   a date as close as possible with an 
activity to link your Commandery with support for those 
afflicted by leprosy. 

Secondly is the importance of our support for our 
international neighbours who require relief from leprosy. 
Leprosy is a major issue in both Indonesia and India as well as 
other parts of the world. Despite this, only 2.6% of the 
Order’s worldwide charitable funds are contributed 
internationally to the relief of leprosy.  

The National Council resolved this year to support a National 
Project for those afflicted by leprosy.  The Grand Priory of 
Australia (via a partnership with Leprosy Mission Australia) is 
a major contributor to the Order Internationally.  

I would like to both congratulate and thank Commanderies 
for their support and generous donations. The Federal 
Government matched the money raised by five times 
bringing the Grand Priory of Australia’s contribution to 
support those with leprosy in Indonesia to a substantial 
amount of $247,200.   

 Once again, we had a special National Council meeting in 
October of this year which gave our National Office Bearers 
and Commandery Presidents the opportunity to discuss 
progress in their Commanderies and enable open 
communication on our achievements across the Australian 
Grand Priory. 

I would like to ask members to keep in their thoughts and 
prayers the late Dame Rosalind Lawrence DLJ OMLJ, who 
sadly passed away on the 20th of October.  Rosalind was our 
National Hospitaller for the past three years. She was a 
dedicated member the Order and a wonderful person who 
will be sorely missed.  

We also remember members who have recently passed on, 
the Late Dame Edith Kidd DLJ, Dame Pamela Yule DLJ, Chev 
John Lang OAM KLJ, Chev Robert O’Connor KC KLJ, Chev Larry 
Foley KLJ and Peter Newman OLJ.   

May they Rest in Peace.  

Recently I had the great pleasure to congratulate on behalf of 
the Grand Priory of Australia, Rt. Rev. Bishop Lindsay Urwin 
OGS, GCLJ on his special appointment as Ecclesiastical Grand 
Prior.  A former member of the Victorian Commandery, we 
wish him well on this journey.  

Lastly, thank you to all our members for all the good work 
you do as Christians to help those with spiritual and physical 
needs. I would also like to thank all the members of the 
National Council for their support both for me as Grand Prior 
and the achievements of the Australian Grand Priory.  

Libby and I wish you a happy, holy and safe time as we 
celebrate the birth of Christ the Saviour with family and 
friends. 
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Chev Rod Scurrah KCLJ CMLJ 
Grand Prior 
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National Update:  
Strengthening Our Foundations 

 It is a pleasure to provide an 
update at a time when the Order of 
St Lazarus in Australia is 
experiencing such uplifting 
momentum across multiple areas 
of our shared work. Over recent 
months, Commanderies around the 

country have demonstrated remarkable energy, 
collaboration, and commitment—strengthening membership, 
preserving our history, enhancing communication, and 
preparing for key national initiatives. As these developments 
unfold, it is clear that the Order is moving forward with unity, 
optimism, and renewed dedication to service. 

 

Membership Growth and Engagement 

Membership development continues to be an encouraging 
area of progress. Each Commandery has approached its 
initiatives with careful consideration of local needs and 
opportunities, ensuring new members are warmly welcomed 
and meaningfully supported from the outset. Importantly, 
Commandery Presidents around the country are united in the 
belief that growth is about more than numbers—it is about 
ensuring we have members who can contribute time, their 
talents and treasures to the Order. 

This strengthened national focus on both recruitment and 
retention is essential for the Order’s long-term vitality and 
reflects a shared desire to deepen our aims and objectives. 

 

Archive Working Group 

The Archive Working Group is nearing completion of a 
comprehensive national archiving framework that will 
safeguard the Order’s historical materials for generations to 
come. This system is designed to ensure consistency, 
security, and accessibility across documents, photographs, 
and key records. 

However, its success depends on active participation from 
every Commandery. Despite steady progress, it is concerning 
that the National Archivist has not received any new material 
in recent months. Without regular contributions, valuable 
parts of our collective history risk being lost or scattered. 
Commanderies are strongly encouraged to review their 
records and make routine submissions to ensure our shared 
story is preserved in full. 

 
Website Updates and Member Engagement 

Warm thanks are extended to all Commanderies that have 
provided stories, photos, and updates for the national 
website. These contributions offer a rich, inspiring picture of 
the Order’s charitable work and community engagement 
across the country. 

The next step is increasing member engagement with the site 
itself. Regular visits, shared insights, and continued content 
submissions will help ensure the website remains a dynamic, 
informative resource for members and the broader 
community. I encourage all members to take some time and 
visit the website, particularly the news section, as it provides 
an insight into many of the activities across the Grand Priory 
of Australia. For further information, please visit:  
News – ORDER OF ST LAZARUS OF JERUSALEM 

 

The Lazarus Letter 

Our thanks go to Chev Brian Oldman KLJ MMLJ for his 
excellent stewardship of The Lazarus Letter. His dedication to 
maintaining high editorial standards is widely appreciated. 
Brian is developing new guidelines to support consistent, 
engaging submissions from Commanderies. He hopes to 
focus future editions on one or two key charitable projects, 
as seen in this edition of the Lazarus Letter.  

 

Planning for the 2026 National Chapter 

Engagement with the Western Australia National Chapter 
Meeting Working Group will continue over the coming 
months to ensure preparations remain on schedule. If you 
have not already put 7 – 10 May 2026 in your diaries/
calendars, I actively encourage you to do so now. 

 

Conclusion 

Across membership development, archival stewardship, 
communications, and national coordination, the Order of St 
Lazarus in Australia is making significant, positive strides. 
With continued collaboration and a shared commitment to 
our mission, we are well-positioned to strengthen our 
foundations and carry forward the proud tradition of service 
and compassion that defines our Order. I thank all members 
of the National Council for their support and hard work, 
particularly the Grand Prior, Chev Rod Scurrah KCLJ CMLJ, and 
the Secretary General, Dame Bernadette Azizi DLJ. 
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CHANCELLOR’S LETTER 

Chev Anthony Kennedy OAM KHS KLJ OMLJ 
Chancellor 
 

https://stlazarus.org.au/welcome-page/news/
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IN OUR COMMUNITY 

South Australia Commandery by Brian Oldman 

It’s Saturday evening in Adelaide city centre. The pubs, bars 

and restaurants are becoming crowded with customers 

intent on enjoying their night out. A different group of people 

are making their way along one of the less glamorous side 

streets close to Victoria Square. Many are homeless, others 

are living in shelters whilst some are experiencing serious 

economic hardship. Their destination is the Mission Hall next 

to St Mary Magdalene’s Anglican Church.  

Each Saturday evening, since 1989, a three-course meal is 

provided to anybody who turns up. No-one is refused. The 

Mary Mags Dinners, as they have become known, provide a 

crucial service ensuring that the most vulnerable people in 

our city receive one good meal in a welcoming environment 

each week. Meals are provided by a dedicated roster of 

churches, schools and charitable organisations.  

Twice a year, for the past three years, the South Australia 

Commandery has provided and served meals for up to 120 

guests. All the food has been prepared and cooked by 

Commandery members in their own homes. The menu this 

evening offers a choice of mediterranean vegetable or 

minestrone soup, followed by either beef or chicken 

casserole or vegetable curry. For dessert, apple crumble or 

bread and butter pudding is on offer.  

An hour ahead of service, Commandery members are busy 

preparing for the evening ahead. Those assigned to the 

kitchen are preparing platters of bread and butter or have 

started to heat food ready for serving. Others are assembling 

tables and chairs in the main hall and adjacent laneway or 

laying place settings with cutlery and napkins. An important 

feature of the dinner is that everyone attending are treated 

as honoured guests and served at their table. It is Adelaide’s 

largest weekly dinner party. 

Jeremy Hayman, Chair of the Mary Mags Dinners says that 

these evenings ‘bring peace and community to Saturday 

nights for 100 people who are often left in the outer. For 35 

years, down the humble laneways on Moore Street, people 

have followed Jesus’ example of eating with people from all 

walks of life, easing loneliness and hunger through diverse 

friendships. A shared meal becomes a glimmer of Heaven 

being ushered into Kaurna land – where all who sit at the 

table are welcomed, known, and valued.’ 

At six o’clock the doors open and hungry guests file in and 

take a seat. Trays of steaming soup bowls are scurried across 

the dining hall or down the laneway outside. It’s getting 

frantic in the kitchen. As the last of the soup is served there is 

a final check that the casseroles have all been thoroughly 

heated. Main courses are now being plated and served. 

Empty soup bowls and cutlery are returned and raced 

through the hot, noisy dishwasher – they’ll be needed again 

soon to serve dessert. The coffee team is taking orders at the 

tables; hot beverages are swiftly made in a side kitchen and 

rushed out. Second helpings of main course are requested by 

many and quickly served. We’re now preparing the dessert 

course. Have we brought enough ice-cream? Any food left 

over can be taken away by guests in containers at the end of 

the evening - a valuable meal for tomorrow. A storeroom 

holds a supply of clothes and bedding. Someone needs a new 

pair of jeans, another a sweatshirt, a third needs a blanket as 

the Spring nights are still chilly. 

Guests start to depart, tables empty and can now be cleared; 

the cleaning-up operations has commenced. The kitchen is 

sluiced down, plates and cutlery washed-up and placed back 

into cupboards. Tables and chairs are stacked and packed 

away. Floors are swiftly doused with a mop and bucket. There 

is a debrief at the end service and then a quiet moment for 

prayer. As the last knot of guests disappear down the dusky 

laneway, one cannot do other than reflect that ‘there, but for 

the grace of God, go I’. 

South Australian Commandery busy in the kitchen  

Barista Nicole Walters OLJ making 

coffee  

Diane Ranck OLJ serving main course  



 

Air Commodore Chev Dr Peter McDermott AM CSC KLJ CMLJ | President  
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Patronal Dinner- 1 Aug 2025: John Stead, Libby Scurrah, Rob Lones, GP Rod Scurrah 

Forward View  
The Commandery has been focussed on three issues: 

• Expanding and diversifying membership 

• Building an inclusive and supportive organisation 

• Providing financial and other support to our charities 
 

First among these is the necessity to re-grow and revitalise 
our membership. Many of our members have well over 20 
years’ service and it is essential for the health of the 
Commandery that we gain new members – for the new ideas, 
strength and resilience they bring.  
 

Religious Engagement  
Religious engagement is at the centre of all we do. With three 
very capable chaplains we are blessed with religious guidance 
– a highlight this period being our annual retreat led by 
Bishop John Stead.  Annually we conduct three formal 
services, and we were blessed at our Patronal Festival in 
August by the attendance by the Grand Prior.  
 

Charitable Activities 
The commandery supports three local charities financially 
and with ‘hands-on’ support.  This period included our 
support of the local Genesaret Community who care for 
disabled adults.   Every year we invite our friends to join us 
for a barbeque lunch in a lovely Canberra park, followed by 
an impromptu cricket match – which our friends always seem 
to win!  We also supported The Farm at Galong which 
provides help and support to women in need.  Our three 
charities all benefitted from our fundraising from our Musical 

Afternoon in April which raised $15,000.  We supported the 
National Leprosy with a donation of $1,000.  These funds 
were raised by a raffle for a fine painting created and 
donated by member Roger Beale. 
 

Membership 
As mentioned, slow membership growth is of concern. There 
are currently two persons interested in being part of the 
Commandery.  One is ready to accept full membership and 
the other is interested in assisting with Commandery activity.  
We continue to seek others who may be interested in our 
work. 

Governance 
We are aware that our governance needs attention and we 
have started reviewing our Constitution to align with National 
priorities and ACT Government requirements. The current 
executive team, elected at the AGM this March is:  
 

President:  
AIRCDRE Chev Dr Peter McDermott AM CSC KLJ CMLJ 
Secretary:  
Rt Revd John Stead ChLJ  
Treasurer:  
Revd Gregor Henderson ChLJ AM OMLJ 
Herald:  
Dr Rob Lones CLJ  
Almoner/Hospitaller:  
Duties shared by the Committee 

Patronal Dinner - 1 Aug 2025: John Stead, Tarlie Alcock, Heather McDermott,  
Liz Scrivener, Richard Thompson 

Patronal Dinner- 1 Aug 2025: Liz Scrivener, John Stead, Rob Lones, GP Rod Scurrah, Gary 

Humphries, Rod King, Peter McDermott, John Donovan, Tarlie Alcock,  

Robert Davies, Richard Thompson 

Annual Genesaret BBQ and Cricket Match 8 Nov 2025, OLJ Commandery and 

Genesaret members. 



 

The Challenge of Membership in Holy Orders 

As many of us are acutely aware, the landscape for Holy 
Orders and similar charitable and chivalric organisations has 
presented significant challenges over the past decades. The 
Order of St Lazarus is not immune to these pressures.  
 

An Encouraging Pipeline for NSW 

I find cause for considerable optimism regarding our future. I 
cannot recall a time when we have had such a promising 
pipeline of prospective members. We have identified seven 
prospective members who will be working through the 
process toward membership over the coming year.  
 

Even more encouraging is the source of these referrals: the 
majority have come directly from our existing members. The 
engagement of our recent members is particularly 
noteworthy, as it signifies that we are accessing new 
networks of potential candidates. Having a substantial cohort 
with whom to share the opportunities of membership is a 
powerful lift to our Commandery’s morale. 

Welcoming Our Future Members 

To celebrate, we are hosting a New Members Cocktail Party 
at the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron on Tuesday, 3 February 
2026. This will be an opportunity for prospective members to 
meet the current ranks, gain insight into the opportunities of 
membership, and develop a deeper understanding of the 
charities we support and the religious services we hold.  
 

Executive and Leadership Transition 
A critical initiative for the Commandery is the creation of the 
role of Vice-President.  Fr Anthony Crook ChLJ RAN has 
accepted the nomination for this position. The Vice-President 
will be essential in assisting the President, particularly in the 
vital process of evaluating prospective members.  

I must also acknowledge the continued selfless service of two 
pivotal members: 

• Chev Bill Killinger AM KLJ CMLJ has stepped down from 
his role as Treasurer, a position he has held for the past 20 
years. Bill will remain on the executive as our Immediate Past 
President. 

• Chev John Hitchen, KLJ OMLJ, continues to make an 
outstanding contribution as our Almoner, dedicating many 
years to this role. 

We are blessed by our dedicated Commandery Chaplains: 
Canon Colin Aiken OAM RFD ChStJ ChLJ OMLJ, Fr Anthony 
Crook ChLJ RAN, and Rev Max Wood AChLJ.  

Charitable Works of the NSW Commandery 

Our partner charity remains Bush Children’s Education 
Foundation (BCEF). We also supported the Company of the 
Good Shepherd again this year. The Hospitaller, Ms Hilda 

Younes CLJ, chose to support the National Leprosy Project 
with a $5,000 donation. 
 

NSW Commandery Events 

Patronal Feast 

We held a very successful Patronal Feast on Tuesday, 29 July 
at St James Anglican Church, led by the Dean of St James, Rev 
Chris Waterhouse. I thank Rev Canon Colin Aiken for 
organising the service and Chev John Hitchen for managing all 
the arrangements. The service was followed by a formal 
dinner at Cellos Grand Dining Room.  
 

Quiet Day 

The second most important day in our Commandery Calendar 
is our Quiet Day, which was celebrated on Saturday, 27 
September, at The Franciscan Shrine of the Holy Innocents. 
The Commandery came together with friends of the Order to 
celebrate our faith and be led on a spiritual journey by our 
chaplains. 
 

Bp Richard led us on a Path of Self-Discovery, allowing us 
ample time for quiet reflection in the magnificent grounds of 
the shrine. 

I am very grateful to the members who added significantly to 
my own reflections and faith journey on the day. 

Our Executive for 2026 

President: Chev Martin Dowling KLJ OMLJ 
Vice-President: Fr Anthony Crook ChLJ RAN 
Executive member: Chev Bill Killinger AM KLJ CMLJ 
Almoner: Chev John Hitchen KLJ OMLJ 
Hospitaller: Ms Hilda Younes CLJ 
Herald: Chev Graeme Stapelfeldt KLJ 
Chaplain: Rev Canon Colin Aiken OAM RFD ChStJ ChLJ OMLJ 
Chaplain: Rev Dr Max Wood AChLJ 
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                                   NEW SOUTH WALES 
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                                        Chev Martin Dowling KLJ OMLJ | President 

Patricia and Canon Colin Aiken, John Smolders, Bp Richard Hurford, Phillip Clarkson, Ivan 
Petch, Bernadette Azizi, Pauline and Martin Dowling, Fr Anthony Crook, Mon Peter 

Williams, Joe Gerardis and John Hitchen 
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The Queensland Commandery distributed $46,940 in 2025 

to domestic charities and Timor Leste as follows: 

 

Tweed Wedgetail Palliative Care $5,500  

Each year the Wedgetail Retreat Community Hospice 

combined services support more than 600 palliative clients 

through their specialised palliative care facility in the 

Southern Gold Coast/Tweed region. Our donation covered 

the cost of a much needed portable oxygen concentrator to 

enable patients to be taken outside on to a veranda to enjoy 

the hospice tropical garden. 

 

Communify $5,000 

Communify offers support to people experiencing challenges 

related to ageing, disability, mental health, child safety, 

parenting, financial hardship, food security, addiction, and 

homelessness. 

 

Catholic Foundation McKillop School Fund $5,000 

The MacKillop School Fund Bursary supports families from 

all walks of life, with different experiences of extreme 

hardship, trauma and financial devastation seeking an 

education opportunity for their child that they cannot 

provide themselves. Our donation provides ongoing support 

to a student benefiting from the McKillop School Fund. 

 

Centacare Prisoner Release Support $5,000  

Catholic Foundation Prisoner Release Support Service 

supports family and loved ones of those in prison as well as 

the prisoners themselves in the lead up to their release and 

re-entering the community. Our donation has directly 

assisted male and female prisoners assimilate back into 

society. 

 

Trinity Pantry $5,000 

Trinity Pantry supports those who simply don't cope, live 

rough, are hungry, are marginalised by poverty or need good 

options through the provision of food parcels and immediate 

need financial assistance. Over 1,000 individuals and families 

are assisted each year. 

 

Timor Leste Education Initiative $6,440  

Our donation enabled the girl’s orphanage drill a new 

deeper well to access a reliable supply of clean, fresh water 

and supplied seven desktop and laptop computers to two 

secondary schools and the girl’s orphanage. 

 

Grand Priory National Leprosy Project $5,000  

Our Commandery was pleased to support the Grand Priory 

leprosy project to treat and eliminate leprosy in our region. 

 

Catholic Charitable Works Fund $6,000  

Our Hospitaller Fr Harry Reuss was contacted by Centacare 

in November seeking immediate assistance for a young girl 

being removed from her family for her own safety. The 

young girl was being relocated, with carers, several hundred 

kilometres away to a safe location in a country town. Our 

donation enabled Centacare to meet the immediate needs 

of the young girl, such as clothing and toiletries, plus 

ongoing support for her time in care. 

 

Patronal Day Service 

Our Patronal Day service was held on Sunday 29th July at our 

Catholic Chaplain the Very Reverend Peter Dillon’s parish 

church of St Joseph Kangaroo Point. The service was well 

attended by members who joined the congregation for the 

9am Mass.  

The 2025 Commandery Committee 

President:  Capt. Chev David Ellis OAM MNSC KLJ 

Secretary:  Maj Rory Cain RFD CLJ 

Treasurer:  Mr David Collyer OLJ 

Hospitaller:  Fr Harry Reuss OStJ ChLJ OMLJ 

Almoner:  Mr Antony Maruca CLJ MMLJ 

Herald:  Mr Greg Fellows OStJ OLJ 

Archivist:  Mr Antony Maruca CLJ MMLJ 

New Members:  Dame Regina McGuire DLJ CMLJ 

Commandary Chaplains:   

The Very Reverend Peter Dillon PP ChLJ  

Rev Fr Harry Reuss OStJ ChLJ OMLJ 

QUEENSLAND 

      Captain Chev David Ellis OAM MNSC KLJ | President  



 

                                   Chev Michael Neale KLJ | President 
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The last six months have been rich in the key elements of the 
life of the South Australian Commandery: fund raising, friend 
raising, faith raising and faithful service. 

Our fund-raising efforts have focused on two key charitable 
initiatives this year. The first project was the National 
Initiative through The Leprosy Mission Australia, supporting a 
leprosy project in Indonesia, which ranks number three in 
the world for the greatest number of leprosy cases. In 
addition to the $10,000 raised by the Commandery, 
individual members made additional personal donations to 
the project in the order of a further $4,200 bringing the total 
to $14,200. 

In addition to this, the annual Film Night fund-raising event 
was held in late September. The film featured was Downton 
Abbey - The Grand Finale. This event was supported by 
friends, family and contacts of members and helped raise 
$10,000 for Second Chances SA, which helps people in 
prison, their children and families with a view to restoring 
hope in lives. 

A new friend-raising event in November was well supported, 
expanding the network of connections with the Order and its 
members. A pleasant afternoon playing lawn bowls at the 
Toorak Burnside Bowls Club gave the opportunity for 
members’ family and friends to gain a better understanding 
of the work and nature of the Order. About 55 people 
attended and, although not designed as a fund-raiser, the 
event contributed $770 to charitable funds. 

Faith-raising (faith-building) is a key part of the life of our 
Commandery with a spiritual reflection a highlight of every 

Commandery meeting. In July, we celebrated the Feast of St 
Lazarus with a church service at All Souls Anglican Church in 
St Peters, led by Ven. David Thornton-Wakeford ChLJ MMLJ 
and Fr Michael McCaffrey ChLJ. This was followed by a 
fellowship lunch in a local pub.  

Ven. David Thornton-Wakeford ChLJ MMLJ also led our 
annual quiet morning, a fantastic time of self-reflection and 
gentle spiritual development. This was the main activity in 
October for the Commandery and has become an annual 
highlight for a number of the members. 

In November, we had another opportunity to exercise 
faithful service as a Commandery, preparing and serving 
meals to people in need on a Saturday night. Working with 
Mary Mags Dinners, we served over 70 people who came to 
us in the heart of the city on a Saturday night. Fr Michael 
McCaffrey ChLJ reminded us that the Holy Family were in 
need of hospitality on the first Christmas … and that shaped 
how we welcomed our guests. 

Office Bearers 

President:  Chev. Michael Neale KLJ 

Secretary:  Dame Margaret Heathcote DLJ 

Herald:  Mr Tim Mellor CLJ 

Almoner:  Mrs Nicole Walters OLJ 

Hospitaller:  Hon. Trish White AM CLJ 

Treasurer:  Prof. Noel Lindsay CLJ 

Membership Chair:  Mr Stephan Knoll OLJ 

Archivist:  Chev. Brian Oldman KLJ MMLJ 

Chaplains:  
Venerable David Thornton-Wakeford ChLJ MMLJ  

Fr Michael McCaffrey ChLJ 

 

President with Mr Glenn O'Rourke, Second Chances SA 

Bowls Grand Finalists “Pink Panthers” and “Irritable Bowls Syndrome” 

Members at Quiet Morning 
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                              Chev Don Macleod KLJ OMLJ  | President 

                            TASMANIA 

Membership and National Roles 
The Commandery has 23 Active, 3 Emeritus and 1 Inactive 
member. Commandery members continue in several national 
and international roles. Chev Rod Scurrah as Grand Prior, 
Chev Peter Bennison as Vice Grand Chancellor 
(Administration), Rt Rev Dr Christopher Jones as Deputy 
National Chaplain, and Chev Richard Pringle-Jones as a 
Director of the St Lazarus Foundation. Dr Peter Flett was 
elected as National Hospitaller at National Chapter 2025.  
 

Fundraising and Support 
The Commandery’s annual fundraising Garden Party was 
again an ‘outstanding success’. More than 80 guests and 
Commandery members enjoyed cocktails and canapés in the 
riverside gardens of the former St Stephen’s Church, Sandy 
Bay. Funds raised support the Gibson Unit, St John’s Calvary 
Hospital, and the Whittle Unit, Royal Hobart Hospital. The 
Commandery gratefully acknowledges the generous support 
of Friends of the Commandery and members of the 
community.  
 

National Leprosy Project 
The Commandery donated $5,000 to support the Grand 
Priory’s National Leprosy Project (Karawang, Indonesia).  
 

Cancer care: supporting the ill and dying 
The Commandery maintains its support to cancer care at the 
Gibson Unit, Calvary St John’s Hospital, and the Whittle Unit, 
Royal Hobart Hospital. It also continues to support Music 
Therapy Program and Massage Therapy programs. The 
President and Hospitaller attended St John’s Hospitals 
opening of its new outdoor rehabilitation area, after donating 
$1,500, and hand-made bed quilts were again presented to 
the Whittle Unit.  
 

Small project: preserving dementia patients’ memories 
This is designed to lift the spirits of people, with dementia, 
living in residential care. It was delivered at the Korongee 
Dementia Village. Residents laughed as they preserved 
memories through photographs, which  were then kept or 
shared with family. This welfare project attracted the support 
of the University of Tasmania’s Wicking Dementia Centre. 
 

Small project: supporting multiply disadvantaged tertiary 
students 
Food and stationery support for multiply disadvantaged UTAS 
students continues. A Commandery donation of $1,000 for 
food and stationery, donated by organisations, provided the 
UTAS Student Hub with essential items for the extremely 
needy. The Hub Manager advises on student needs and 
provides data on student uptake. 
 

Small project: supporting homeless men 
Small project: supporting the homeless, disadvantaged and 
isolated 
Vinnies Vans and Dining with Friends Box Libraries project 

provides free novels for those using these services, giving 
enjoyment in an otherwise harsh existence. 
 

Patronal Feast Day 2025 
The Commandery will celebrate the Feast of St Lazarus of 
Jerusalem (12 December) with a meeting and service at Holy 
Spirit Church, Sandy Bay, followed by dinner at the University 
of Tasmania Club. Commandery members and friends, and 
will be joined by Grand Prior Chev Rod Scurrah KCLJ CMLJ and 
Mrs Libby Scurrah. 
 

Office Bearers 2025 
President: Chev Don Macleod KLJ OMLJ 
Secretary: Dallas Williams CLJ 
Treasurer: John Mazengarb OLJ 
Hospitaller: Dr Peter Flett CLJ 
Almoner: Chev Chris Merridew KLJ OMLJ 
Herald: Marcus Haward OLJ 
Archivist: Chev Barry Pickard KLJ MMLJ 
Chaplains:  
Rt Rev Dr Christopher Jones ChLJ OMLJ  
Fr Brian Nichols ChLJ. 

Grand Prior Rod Scurrah with St Stephens owner Errol Stewart  
and President Don Macleod 

Members and Dr Chris Middleton, Carl Graham and Joanna Curteis (both of St 
John Ambulance Tasmania) and Almoner Chris Merridew  
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At the Annual General Meeting held on 28 July 2025 the 
following Office Bearers were elected. 

 

President: Chev Dr Ian Dickson AM KLJ MMLJ  
Secretary: Chev John Molner OAM KLJ CMLJ  
Treasurer: Mr Walter McNally OLJ  
Herald: Chev Michael Kirwan KLJ  
Almoner: Mrs Trish Cameron CLJ 
Hospitaller:  Mr Kane Ord OLJ 

 

As with any change of leadership, there has been an ongoing 
review of our Committee structure, procedures and finances. 
Treasurer Mr Walter McNally OLJ is to be complimented on 
his review of our finances and the Commandery is now 
confident that the accounts are in order. 

 

The Commandery has decided to have two of their five 
meetings hosted by our Chaplains in their parish churches. 
The first was held at St Andrew’s Anglican Church, Brighton 
hosted by Fr Ian Morrison ChLJ in October. Ian preceded the 
meeting with a talk on the history of the church. St Andrew’s 
was the second Anglican church in Victoria, and the existing 
church was built to be a cathedral – a plan which did not 
come to fruition. The acoustics are excellent and the Almoner 
plans a concert there next year. 

 

The Commandery hosted three events in the second half of 
the year, the first being a luncheon at the historic Vicarage at 
Christ Church South Yarra on 23 August. The lunch was 
catered for by members of the Order led by our Almoner 
Trish Cameron CLJ. The booked-out event was a runaway 
success. The highlight of the afternoon was the presentation 
of our donation cheque to Mr John Fogarty, CEO of St Mary’s 
House of Welcome. 

 
This was followed by a Spring Garden Afternoon Tea hosted 
by Sam Hawkins OLJ, and his wife Steph who prepared all the 
food which was outstanding; I was particularly envious of her 
Macaroons. The weather held off, but Sam played safe by 
having half the long table in his garage! 

 

The 5th December saw the Commandery celebrate St Lazarus 
day and upcoming Christmas. Following a service at St Peter’s 

Eastern Hill, we walked down the hill to the Lyceum Club to 
be greeted by our host Dame Dr Ann Tomlinson DLJ OMLJ. 
The evening was packed with entertainment both serious and 
fun. Amongst the many highlights of the evening, the 
centrepiece was the presentation of cheques to our charities. 
The total amount donated was $70,000. 
 

Donation recipients from left to right. Chris Sprake, 
Coordinator Wellington Centre Collingwood; Chev Anthony 
Kennedy, Chairman Green Cross Project Inc; Sean Dostal; 
Strategic Relationships Leprosy Mission Australia; Jo Knight, 
CEO Anglican Overseas Aid; Fiona Dickson, Giving Coordinator 
St Mary's House of Welcome; Paul McDonald, CEO Anglicare; 
Chev Ian Dickson. 

 

As well as these big-ticket events, individual members 
contribute by making and selling Marmalade and Limoncello, 
collecting cans and selling an Entertainment App. Each one of 
these projects individually doesn’t raise a large amount of 
money, but in combination they add up to hundreds of 
dollars appearing in the Charitable Account.  

 

Vale 

Mr Peter Newman OLJ. A towering figure of a man and 
heavily involved in the Green Cross Project Inc. 

Dame Rosalind Lawrence DLJ OMLJ. A long serving and 
beloved member at the Order. Always present at Australian 
and overseas gatherings. Ros devoted herself wholeheartedly 
to Order, serving in numerous roles, including Commandery 
Secretary, Hospitaller, Almoner, and Welfare Officer. Ros 
served a term as National Hospitaller. She received both the 
Australian Meritorious Medallion (Bronze) and the rank of 
Officer in the Order of Merit. She is sorely missed. 

 

The Commandery is looking forward to 2026 and will start 
the year with a Garden Party at the President’s home, 
‘Algoma’. 
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Chev Dr Ian Dickson AM KLJ MMLJ | President 

REPORTS FROM THE COMMANDERIES 

VICTORIA 



 

During this last year the Western Australian Commandery 
has continued to support a wide range of organisations 
which are committed to supporting those in need in the 
community, and specifically those organisations not already 
in receipt of Government funding.  Our support of Street 
Chaplains of Perth WA who patrol the streets of Perth and 
Northbridge every night until dawn continued for another 
year. Our last contribution was $1,000.  

Our support of Just Manna has continued. This is a vibrant 
group of volunteers who keep in touch with the homeless in 
the Fremantle-Beaconsfield area.  This is an area with a large 
concentration of disoriented and disaffected people who are 
particularly susceptible to homelessness and all the social 
problems that are entailed.  We have recently allocated 
$5,000 to this work. 

Our involvement with Wheelchairs for Kids has also 
continued with a grant of $3,000, as has our support for 
Operation Sunshine WA. Emergency care and relief packages 
are provided for children who are moved from their homes, 
often without warning, and having to leave what personal 
possessions they have behind. These packages help reduce 
the trauma of transition from dysfunctional and sometimes 
dangerous family situations into a more stable and 
supporting environment.  Our contribution this year was 
$4,000. 

Further support is given to the Christ Church Claremont 
hardship fund which assists those in financial difficulties in 
the outer suburbs of Perth and a contribution of $3,000 was 
allocated to this work. 

Importantly we have continued the Saint Lazarus Nursing 
Scholarships.  In conjunction with The University of Notre 
Dame Australia this scholarship provides financial support 
for Aboriginal students from the Kimberley and Pilbara 
regions of Western Australia who enrol in vocational, 
undergraduate or postgraduate studies with the School of 
Nursing and Midwifery at the Broome or Fremantle 
Campuses.   The value of each scholarship is $5,000. 

This year we have provided two scholarships students who, 
coming from the Kimberley and Pilbara regions, have 
indicated their intention to go back and work in these 
regions after graduation.  One is now actively engaged in 
nursing at Fitzroy Crossing, a particularly challenging 
community. 

We believe these scholarships will provide positive, practical 
and lasting assistance to aboriginal communities faced with 
medical, educational and health challenges, family 
disruption, family neglect and violence. 

This project is also important because it shows practical 
support for aboriginal communities – in contrast to a simple 

acknowledgement of aboriginal people which often offers no 
practical help. 

We met regularly throughout the year and have kept our 
connection with Christ Church Claremont, where we 
celebrate our final occasion for the year with Evensong and 
Dinner.  Our preacher this year was Fr Greg Burke ChLJ. 

A celebration dinner was held at Christ Church Claremont 
during the year which attracted a large group of members 
and friends and was particularly enjoyable given that it was 
combined with a wine tasting.  $4,000 was raised at this 
most productive event.  

We continue to prepare for the National Chapter in Perth 7–
10 May 2026.   We do look forward to seeing you all. 

Commandery Office Bearers  

President:     
The Very Reverend Dr John Shepherd AM  ChLJ  OMLJ 

Treasurer:    Dame Beverley Charlton  DLJ  CMLJ 

Secretary:    Chev Sean Fox-Slater  KLJ OMLJ 

Hospitaller:  Bernard Caunce  CLJ 

Herald:         Chev Adam Kestel  KLJ 

Almoner:      Dame Beverley Charlton  DLJ  CMLJ 

Chaplains:    The Most Reverend Donald Sproxton ChLJ 

                       Fr Gregory Burke  ChLJ 
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                    The Very Reverend Dr John Shepherd AM ChLJ OMLJ | President  

                               WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Annual service at Christ Church Claremont.  

Dame Beverley Charlton DLJ (Treasurer) and Bernard Caunce CLJ (Hospitaller) pre-
senting a cheque to the Reverend Gemma Baseley, Chair of Just Manna.  
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The Green Cross Project Inc (GCPI) is celebrating a series of pleasing recent milestones — signalling the real-world impact of 

dedicated, hands-on work by members of the Victorian Commandery of the Military and Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus 

of Jerusalem.  

GCPI continues (in partnership with health providers) to deliver critical health and outreach services across metropolitan 
Melbourne and regional Victoria. These vehicles provide vital services, including primary care, counselling, disease 
prevention, referrals, and health education, to homeless, disadvantaged, and marginalised people who might otherwise lack 
access to them.   
 

In 2024, GCPI significantly expanded its reach by launching a new outreach vehicle in partnership with VACCHO (the 

Victorian Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation), enabling us to extend essential health services to rural and 

regional communities across Victoria. This expansion underscores GCPI’s evolving role from an urban-focused initiative to a 

truly statewide health outreach program.  

Even more encouragingly, GCPI is now working on securing its 4th vehicle in partnership with Peninsula Health. With 

sufficient funds now secured (via Vera Moore, the Eirene Lucas Foundation and the Victorian Commandery), GCPI looks 

forward to keeping OLJ members up to date with this latest project. I would like to thank all members of GCPI and 

particularly the Committee of Management. 

For further information, please visit: https://greencrossprojectinc.org/  
 

Chev Anthony Kennedy OAM KHS KLJ OMLJ 
Chancellor 
Chairman, Green Cross Project Inc 

THE GREEN CROSS PROJECT INC 
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GCPI CONTINUES TO GROW  

Van ready for action Mobile soup kitchen 

https://greencrossprojectinc.org/
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Dear sisters and brothers in the Order of St Lazarus, 
 
As the year draws to a close and the familiar glow of 
Christmas lights begins to spill from windows and streets, 
we’re reminded once again of the quiet serenity this season 
brings. Here in Australia because of the onset of summer it is 
a time when the pace of life slows just enough for us to 
reflect on the months behind us, to recognize the highs and 
lows that we have  navigated, and to appreciate the people 
who have walked alongside us through it all. Christmas has a 
way of gathering these reflections into something warm and 
meaningful—an invitation to pause, to connect, and to 
celebrate. 
 
This season is, at its heart, about togetherness. Whether we 
are sharing meals, stories, or simply moments of stillness, 
Christmas encourages us to remember that life is richer when 
it is lived in connection with others. That is at the heart of 
what we do in our Order with our charitable outreach. It is 
these connections that ground us. They come from family, 
from friendships new and old, from neighbours, colleagues, 
and sometimes even from strangers who brighten our days in 
unexpected ways. Christmas reminds us how important these 
threads of community really are. 
 
It is also a time to look back with gratitude. No matter what 
this year has held—its challenges, achievements, surprises, 
there are always people and moments that deserve our 
thanks. Gratitude is powerful: it lifts our perspective, softens 
our edges, and opens our hearts. So, as we step into the 
holiday season, may we take a moment to acknowledge the 
generosity, support, kindness, and grace shown to us 
throughout the year. These are the gifts that matter long 
after the decorations are packed away. 
 
Of course, Christmas also carries its own sense of wonder. 
There is something beautifully consistent about the traditions 
we repeat—hanging ornaments that hold stories, preparing 
recipes passed down through generations, wrapping gifts 
with care, or simply sitting in the glow of a tree lit for the first 
time. These rituals remind us that joy does not always come 
from grand gestures; sometimes it is found in the small, 
familiar details that make this season feel homely. 
 
And yet, while Christmas is a time of joy for many, it can also 
be bittersweet. Some people face this season with an empty 
chair at the table, with distance separating loved ones, or 
with personal challenges that make the festivities feel heavy. 
If this season brings moments of sadness or quiet for you or 
for someone you know, may compassion be close at hand. 
Christmas is not only about celebration—it is about extending 
kindness, reaching out, and remembering that even small 
acts of care can make a meaningful difference. 
 

As we stand on the edge of a New Year, Christmas invites us 
to carry forward its spirit: not just for one day, but into the 
months ahead. Let us bring with us a renewed sense of hope, 
an openness to joy, and a commitment to treating one 
another with generosity and understanding. The world can 
always use more of these things, and each of us has the 
opportunity to contribute in our own way. 
 
May this Christmas bring warmth to your home, peace to 
your heart, and a sense of renewal as you look toward the 
year ahead. Whether you’re celebrating in a large gathering 
or in quiet reflection, may you find moments that feel 
meaningful, comforting, and bright. 

FROM THE NATIONAL CHAPLAIN 
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The Very Rev Peter G. Williams AM VG SChLJ,  
National Chaplain 

CHRISTMAS 
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Grand Master (50th): 

His Excellency Don Francisco de Borbón, Graf von Hardenberg GCLJ (J) GClrLJ – Spain 

Grand Prior: Chev Rod Scurrah KCLJ CMLJ 

Chancellor: Chev Anthony Kennedy OAM KHS KLJ OMLJ 

 

National Council 

Referendary: Chev Anthony Gissing KLJ - VIC 

National Chaplain: The Very Rev Peter G. Williams AM VG SChLJ - NSW  

National Treasurer: Ms Rosemary Everett CLJ - ACT  

National Almoner: Dame Margaret Heathcote DLJ - SA 

National Hospitaller: Dr Peter Flett CLJ - TAS 

Marshal: Chev Joe Thorp KLJ - SA 

Grand Prior Emeritus: The Hon Chev Gavin Fielding AM GCLJ GCMLJ GCrLJ - WA 

 

Presidents of Commanderies 

ACT: Air Commodore Chev Dr Peter McDermott AM CSC KLJ CMLJ  

NSW: Chev Martin Dowling KLJ OMLJ 

QLD: Captain David Ellis OAM MNSC KLJ 

SA: Chev Michael Neale KLJ 

TAS: Chev Don Macleod KLJ OMLJ 

VIC: Chev Dr Ian Dickson AM KLJ MMLJ 

WA: The Very Reverend Dr John Shepherd AM ChLJ OMLJ  

 

Special Appointments 

Secretary-General: Dame Bernadette Azizi DLJ - NSW 

National Herald: Chev Major John Hitchen ED KLJ OMLJ - NSW  

Editor Lazarus Letter: Chev Brian Oldman KLJ MMLJ - SA 

Deputy National Chaplain: The Right Reverend Dr Christopher Jones ChLJ CMLJ  - TAS 

Custodian of Insignia: Chev Robert Clyne OAM KLJ  - SA 

National Archivist: Chev John Molnar OAM KLJ CMLJ - VIC 

NATIONAL DIRECTORY 


