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The Military and Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem 

Victorian Commandery 

 

Heading 

Victorian Commandery - Saint Lazarus Christmas Service and Dinner 

Article 
At 6.00 pm on 5 December 2025, the Victorian Commandery, in full regalia, entered St Peter’s 
Eastern Hill to a service to celebrate the Feast of St Lazarus. Father Ian Morrison AChLJ gave the 
Homily. An uplifting experience of our Christian Fellowship. Then on to the Lyceum Club for 
Christmas dinner. 
The evening commenced with guests greeted by our host, Dr Ann Thomlinson DLJ OMLJ, as they 
entered the beautifully presented Lyceum Club dining room. Our pianist, Mr Grant Johnson, set the 
atmosphere for the evening. The night commenced with a welcome from Dr Tomlinson, followed by 
a lesson in the joy of Christmas giving, after which Revd. Dr Ray Cleary AM ChLJ OMLJ introduced the 
main course with Grace. 
The meal was magnificent and a credit to the Lyceum Chef and Catering Staff. During the evening, 
the Silent Auction raised just under $8,500. Thanks to Chev Anthony Gissing KLJ, Dame Robin 
Richards DLJ, Chev David Richards KLJ, Chev Ian Armstrong OAM KLJ MMLJ and Dame Mary 
Armstrong 
DLJ MMLJ for making it all happen. Our guest soprano, Ms Heulen Cynfal, accompanied by Mr 
Raymond Lawrence, charmed our guests with her voice and enthusiasm. Heulen is Welsh and 
introduced us to the Welsh language with a delightful Welsh lullaby. 
The highlight of the night was the presentation of the Order’s donation cheques to our charities. 
Each recipient spoke briefly about their work and how the Order’s donation will be used. $70,000 
was donated, and it makes us proud that we can raise and donate such a significant amount. The 
recipients were Mr Chris Sprake, Wellington Centre; Chev Anthony Kennedy OAM KHS CSE KLJ OMLJ, 
Green Cross Inc., Mr Sean Dostal, Leprosy Mission Australia; Ms Jo Knight, Anglican Overseas Aid; Ms 
Fiona Dickson, St Mary’s House of Welcome; Mr Paul McDonald, Anglicare. 
After dessert, Sean Dostal spoke about the work of Leprosy Australia. This charity was the focus of 
the Order’s National Project, and our Commandery raised $30,000, including a $1: $5 government 
contribution. Haylan returned to rapturous applause, which resulted in a beautiful encore of 
Puccini’s O mio babbino caro. It was a lovely evening and a credit to Dr Ann Thomlinson and her 
Committee. 

 

Images 



Page 2 of 2  

 
Victorian Commandery President, Dr Ian Dickson AM KLJ with recipients of support from the Order.  
 

 
Ms Heulen Cynfal accompanied by Mr Raymond Lawrence.  


