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The Commandery has been focused on three issues:

1. Expanding and diversifying membership

2. Building an inclusive and supportive organization

3. Providing financial and other support to our charities

First among these is the necessity to re-grow and revitalise our membership. Many of our members have well
over 20 years’ service and it is essential for the health of the Commandery that we gain new members —for the
new ideas, strength and resilience they bring.

Religious Engagement

Religious engagement is at the centre of all we do. With three very capable chaplains we are blessed with
religious guidance — a highlight this period being our annual retreat led by Bp John Stead. Annually we conduct
three formal services, and we were blessed at our Patronal Festival in August by the attendance by the Grand
Prior.

Charitable Activities

The commandery supports three local charities financially and with ‘hands-on’ support. This period included our
support of the local Genesaret Community who care for disabled adults. Every year we invite our friends to join
us for a barbeque lunch in a lovely Canberra park, followed by an impromptu cricket match — which our friends
always seem to win! We also supported The Farm at Galong which provides help and support to women in need.
Our three charities all benefitted from our fundraising from our Musical Afternoon in April which raised $15 000.
We supported the National Leprosy with a donation of $1000. These funds were raised by a raffle for a fine
painting created and donated by member Roger Beale.

Membership

As mentioned, slow membership growth is of concern. There are currently two persons interested in being part
of the Commandery. One is ready to accept full membership and the other is interested in assisting with
Commandery activity. We continue to seek others wo may be interested in our work.

Governance

We are aware that our governance needs attention and we have started reviewing our Constitution to align with
National priorities and ACT Government requirements. The current executive team, elected at the AGM this
March is:

President — Peter McDermott

Secretary — John Stead

Treasurer — Gregor Henderson

Herald — Rob Lones

Almoner/Hospitaller — Duties shared by the Committee
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PHOTOS

Patronal Dinner- 1 Aug 2025: I-r John and Tarlie Alcock, Heather McDermott, Liz Scrivener, Richard Thompson
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Patronal Dinner- 1 Aug 2025: |-r Liz Scrivene, John Stead, Rob Lone, GP Rod Scurrah, Gary Humphries, Rod Kin,

Peter McDermott, John Donovan, Tarlie Alcock, Robert Davies, Richard Thompson
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