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Heading 
Western Australian Commandery invests in key skills to tackle disadvantage 

Article 
After several years, the Western Australian Commandery has once again provided another 
scholarship for the training of indigenous students at the University of Notre Dame Australia. 
 
These scholarships aim to support young people in training to become nurses, serving in the outback 
communities of Western Australia. The scholarships have been granted the official title ‘The Order of 
St Lazarus Scholarships in Nursing’. 
 
The WA Commandery has committed to providing a scholarship of $ 5,000 per year for three years to 
support the training of an indigenous student in the nursing division of the medical faculty at Notre 
Dame University, Fremantle. 
 
The scholarship is awarded based on need and is directed towards a student who would otherwise 
be deterred from pursuing the course. It is anticipated that a significant portion of this training will 
take place on the University’s medical campus, located adjacent to Broome Hospital. 
 
It is the Commandery’s wish that the student in receipt of this scholarship, as has been the case with 
two previous students, now graduated, be stationed in centres in the Kimberley and other outback 
areas where medical support is particularly crucial. 
 
The awards for 2025 were announced in April 2025. Our previous scholarship holder is pictured with 
the Western Australian Commandery President, Dr John Shepherd, Commandery Treasurer, Dame 
Beverley Charlton, and this year’s nursing scholarship winner. 
 
“The Western Australian Commandery is pleased to have supported several students over the past 
few years and is pleased to see the dividends of this investment occurring out in the rural and 
remote communities of Western Australia. While small, this is an efficient way of assisting the 
homeless and marginalised members of the Western Australian community.” The Very Rev Dr John 
Shepherd AM ChLJ OMLJ, Western Australian President. 
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Commandery President and Treasurer with this year’s nursing scholarship winner. 
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