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The Military and Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem  

 
Confrères and Consoeurs,   
 
With great sorrow we mourn the passing of his Holiness Pope Francis. We have been blessed to have 
his guidance and leadership of the Catholic Church and as sovereign of the Vatican City state for 12 
years.  During his priestly ministry Pope Francis enthusiastically promoted ecumenism, care for the 
poor, the sick, the marginalized and love for all people everywhere, no matter who they are. These 
are virtues espoused by our Order of St Lazarus and are the reason for our chivalric existence. Today 
around the word, Catholics and the wider Christian family pray that his gracious soul may Rest in Peace 
and that the Cardinals will be guided by God the Holy Spirit in electing a successor. 
 
Grand Prior Chevalier Roderick Scurrah KCLJ CMLJ 
 

  
 
 
Lord Jesus, you have called Pope Francis to yourself. Thank you for the gift of his papacy. When he was 
with us, he tirelessly showed the Church your constant mercy toward sinners. Grant him now your 
mercy and let him rest eternally with you in your Kingdom. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Very Reverend Peter G. Williams AM VG SChLJ 


