
Page 1 of 2  

 

The Military and Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem  
Victorian Commandery 

 

Heading 
Victorian Commandery supporting St Mary’s House of Welcome in Fitzroy 

Article 

The Order of Saint Lazarus – Victorian Commandery hosted a successful fundraising luncheon on 
Saturday, 23 August 2025, at the historic Christ Church, South Yarra. The event brought together 
members, supporters, and friends of the Order in an atmosphere of fellowship and service reflecting 
the Order’s long tradition of charitable outreach. 

A highlight of the luncheon was the presentation of a $6,000 donation to St Mary’s House of 
Welcome, an organisation dedicated to supporting people experiencing homelessness, poverty, and 
social isolation in Melbourne. 

The cheque was formally presented by Victorian Commandery President Dr Ian Dickson AM KLJ 
MMLJ to Mr John Fogarty, Executive Officer of St Mary’s House of Welcome, marking an important 
moment in the ongoing partnership between the two organisations. 

Guests heard about the vital work being carried out by St Mary’s House of Welcome, including 
providing meals, support services, and pathways to greater stability for some of the most vulnerable 
members of the community. The Order’s contribution will assist in ensuring these essential services 
can continue to reach those in need. 

The luncheon not only raised funds but also strengthened bonds within the community, reaffirming 
the Victorian Commandery’s commitment to compassion, service, and practical support for those 
facing hardship. Dr Ian Dickson said that “not only was the day a huge success, but more importantly, 
it was great to learn how our funds make a material difference to the disadvantaged people of 
Melbourne’s inner northern suburbs”. 
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Image: Courtyard of St Mary’s House of Welcome 
 

 
Image: Dr Ian Dickson presenting a cheque to Mr John Fogarty  
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