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FOREWORD 

This July 2020 edition is unique in that it does not feature the National Chapter meeting in the usual way, 
because, as with many other Order activities, the meeting was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
The edition notes the ways in which the Order has prevailed during this most unusual of times by being  
creative in supporting both members and the charities dependent upon our fund raising. 
 
For this reason the length of the Letter is somewhat reduced from previous years and has allowed inclusion 
of a contribution not able to be published in the hard copy at the end of the previous year. 
 
Those who read the Letter assiduously may notice some material overflowing from 2019, but, with minimal 
editing, this has been accepted due to the disruption of the continuing pandemic. 

 
 

Ross Sweet 
Editor 

 
Atavis et Armis 
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GRAND PRIOR’S LETTER 

L ittle did I realise that when I wrote my Christmas letter about the  
growing levels of anxiety within the community that there would be even 
more cause for anxiety and despair.  Since that time parts of the nation 
have been beset with bushfires and we have all had to endure the  
consequences of the coronavirus pandemic. 
 

I am sure that we were all shocked by the extent of the devastation caused 
by the bushfires on the eastern and southern parts of the nation early this 
year, even if we weren’t directly affected by them.  Equally, I am sure that 
the pandemic has directly affected us all even if it was confined to the  
limitations on social distancing. For myself, I found it difficult to accept that 
for the first time in my memory I was unable to attend church on Good  
Friday and on Easter Day. The substitute of watching a service on YouTube 
or Zoom was barely adequate. Whilst mercifully,  in this country we have 
not experienced the number of fatalities as has been the case in many  
other countries, coincidentally many of which are strongholds for the  
Order, the consequences of the pandemic will for many people be  
challenging. Although at the time of writing it seems that at least in  
Australia we have controlled the virus the economic consequences seem 
likely to be dire for a significant part of the population. It is likely that the 
demand for help from organisations such as our own will be present for a 
long time. 
 

As is now all too obvious, the pandemic has had a direct impact on the  
Order in that the National Chapter could not proceed as planned.  
The time and venue for the next Chapter will be the subject of an  
extraordinary meeting of the National Council to be held on the 9th July. 
The National Council will also consider the arrangements for the  
celebration of the 40th anniversary of the formation of the Order  
to be held in Sydney.  

The recent trials and tribulations imposed upon the nation by the  
pandemic have afforded us a special opportunity to reveal in a very real 
way the nature of Christian charity and more particularly, what the Order 
can do in times of need. The Foundation through the generosity of  
members of the Order has donated $18,125 to assist those in need  
of help as a result of the bushfires earlier this this year. In addition, as is 
evident from the reports which appear elsewhere in this edition of the  
Lazarus Letter each Commandery has made a significant contribution  
towards alleviating the suffering of those adversely affected by the  
pandemic. Apart from revealing the financial generosity of members  
the report also highlights the important fact that charity and our  
involvement with it extends beyond the donation of money but included 
the provision of personal services.  We can be justifiably proud of these 
recent charitable deeds which are all more worthy given that much of the 
assistance has been provided  in addition to other regular charitable deeds 
on the part of Commanderies.  I offer my thanks to you all.  
 

In the last edition of the Lazarus Letter I made mention of the international 
Flagship Charitable Project. In my report to the National Chapter I have 
mentioned that the Grand Magistral Council has had to change the Project 
because the intended recipient of our charity, St Louis Hospital in  
Jerusalem, was unable to give the necessary assurance that the money to 
have been provided to it would be put to the intended use. The new  
project involves providing funds to assist in the renovation of the buildings 
at St Anne’s School in Rayak, Lebanon, a school run by the Orthodox 
Melkite Catholic Church.  Also on an international note I am pleased to  
report that there is now a definite time and place for the next international 
Pilgrimage. It is to be held from 9th-11th April 2021 centred on the old  
monastery at Velehrad in the Czech Republic. 
 

In other international news, I was pleased to learn that the Grand Master 
has conferred the Grand Collar of the Order upon the Grand Commander, 



 

 

Chevalier Edward White GCLJ. Limited to twelve living recipients, the Grand 
Collar is a rare honour and acknowledges Chevalier White’s exceptional 
service to the Order over many years.  
 
It has become traditional for the Grand Prior to advise members of the 
names of those members who have died in the previous year. Since my last 
contribution to the Lazarus Letter seven of our members have died.  Each 
in their own way made a valuable contribution to the Order for which we 
are grateful. We remember them for their contribution and pray for their 
families: Dr Jeanette Linn OAM CLJ (South Australia); Chevalier James 
Wisbey KLJ (New South Wales); Mr Allan Drew OAM OLJ (New South 
Wales); Mr Stephen Howells OLJ (Victoria); Rt. Rev Brian Kyme ChLJ CMLJ 
(Western Australia); Chevalier Peter Hetzel AM KLJ (South Australia) and 
Dame Barbara Hamer DLJ (Victoria).  
 
It has been an unusual year for us all. I do hope that it will not be long  
before we will have an opportunity to get together again. Although the 
Grand Priory is a federation, the federation derives its strength from the 
fact that each year we come together as one body to worship and to speak 
with one voice in the furtherance of the aims and objectives of the Order.  
In the meantime I hope that you and your family remain well.  
Atavis et Armis. 
 

 

 

 

             
             
             

             
  

 

Chev Hon. Gavin Fielding AM GCLJ KMLJ 

Grand Prior 
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GRAND PRIOR’S LETTER continued 
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CHANCELLOR’S LETTER 

D ear Confreres and Consoeurs, 
 

How our world has changed in recent months with COVID-19!     
However, considering all of recorded history, it is a salutary reminder to 
us all that such events can arise anywhere and at any time. 
 

We are blessed to live in a country (and in an era) where our geographic 
isolation makes social distancing relatively easy, and medical science  
continues to make great advances. Whilst, as we know, a vaccine against 
COVID-19 is not yet available, we, in Australia, have been spared many of 
the horrors afflicting other parts of the world.  Like many of you, we have 
family and friends in many places about whom we worry, but who 
(blessedly, so far) remain unscathed. Of course, we have all been  
impacted in a variety ways, and we all sincerely hope and pray that a safe 
way forward will be found. 
 

A number of you may have seen Bill Gates' prescient TED talks (in 2015 
and later) on the global financial risks of a viral pandemic. Historically, 
pandemics have been regular events, and they have (and will) continue to 
impact us all. My own family history did not relate "Spanish Flu" as the 
cause of death of a great-grandmother, on Christmas Day 1918, at the 
Villa Maria home for elderly and infirm women at Spring Hill,  
Brisbane. However, when recently reading details of the Causes listed on 
her Death Certificate, all the known symptoms of that pandemic are  
recorded. I know that my father's family then moved from inner Brisbane 
to the "clean air" of the bayside suburb of Wynnum, and recall many  
stories I heard in my childhood of that event. 
 

The Lazarus Letter continues to be our most valuable and regular means 
of communication with all members of our Australian Grand Priory. 
Chevalier Ross Sweet, AM, KLJ (SA) fulfils his role as editor with great  
enthusiasm and dedication. We are truly grateful for his unstinting 
efforts.  

To make his job rewarding, and to assist with content, all Commanderies 
are encouraged to continue making contributions with news, information, 
and particularly photographs of their activities - more limited though they 
may have been recently. 
 

Our Grand Priory webmaster, Air Commodore Chevalier Peter McDermott 
AM, CSC, KLJ, RAAF (ret'd) (ACT), continues with his efforts and talent to 
develop the web site. This is our public and international face and, as 
such, provides us with such a useful source of information. All members 
are encouraged to check the web site regularly for new material.
 

The postponement of our National Chapter gathering in Victoria has been 
a great disappointment to us all, and especially to the hard working  
Victorian organising Committee, who had produced a most interesting 
programme. Commandery President, Chev. John Molnar OAM, KLJ, OMLJ, 
and National Chapter Co-ordinator Chev Anthony Kennedy OAM, KHS, 
KLJ, liaised regularly with me as events unfolded, and cancellations  
became inevitable. The Victorians put enormous effort and time into the 
proposed programme, and we are very sorry not to see such good work 
come to fruition ... at least, at this stage! 
 

Events to mark the fortieth anniversary of the foundation of the Order in 
Australia were to have been held in Sydney in late August. Again the  
position is not yet certain, however, I am hopeful that  these celebrations 
may be able to proceed at some time in the second half of the year.  We 
shall advise all members as soon as possible, but, of course, any such 
events will be subject to the then prevailing restrictions. 
 

Given our collective 'quarantines' we have little else to report.  
In Brisbane we enjoy continued good health, and wish you all the same. 
Kind confraternal regards, 

Chev David Slater AM KLJ CMLJ  
Chancellor 



 

 

6  

REPORTS FROM THE COMMANDERIES 

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY  

W e had been planning a full range of activities for our members and for our 
charities this year, however these have all had to be cancelled due to COVID-19  
restrictions. 

 

We postponed, then cancelled our annual fund raising dinner in aid of the  
L’Arche community, which is an international community devoted to the care of  
intellectually and/or physically impaired adults, because of COVID restrictions.  
However the Executive is planning to send out an invitation to all our usual  
invitees, asking them to donate, rather than attend a dinner. We then plan to hold an 
on line auction a little later in the year, with contributions from our members and  
perhaps some art work contributions from our friends in the L’Arche community. 

 
While our charitable giving over the years has been almost exclusively directed to  
L’Arche in Canberra, our recent support for The Farm at Galong will continue. The Farm 
aims to give residential, emotional and educational support to women who have been 
affected by long term physical and/or drug abuse. Members became involved and were 
assisting in a variety of ways with gardening and other maintenance before the lock 
down, and it is our intention to find ways to continue supporting that community once 
we are able to meet together again. 

 

At this stage we are not planning to hold our Winter Service and Dinner or our Retreat, 
and depending on government and National Executive decisions, will possibly postpone 
our annual L’Arche Barbecue and Cricket Match until early 2021. 

 

 

 

 
Ms Elizabeth Scrivener OAM CLJ 
President, ACT Commandery 

L'Arche Group 
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REPORTS FROM THE COMMANDERIES 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

I n NSW we commenced 2019 with ambitious goals in 5 key areas to be 
achieved over the next 5 years. 
 
• Our Membership 
• Our Charities 
• Our Fundraising 
• Our Religious Engagement 
• Potential Postulants 
 
Membership: 
In the area of Membership our goal was to increase the engagement of our 
Members in the life of The Order. We made inroads but have more to achieve 
here. Our new members cocktail party was a great success with Member  
attendance up on previous years and the dinner following very well attended. 
 
The Executive is committed to continuing to pursue our 5 year plan, which has 
been unfortunately considerably adversely impacted by the coronavirus in 2020. 
 
Charities: 
We have maintained our commitment to our four charities through to the end of 
2020. 
• Bush Children’s Education Foundation (BCEF) 
• Mother Teresa Nuns 
• Country Hope 
• The Company of the Good Shepard 
 
One of the very significant goals for the Executive 

in relation to our Charities is what we call,  

Deeper Engagement. This is well exampled by 

our involvement with the Bush Children’s  

Education Foundation. We currently fund The 

Order of St Lazarus BCEF Scholarship. There are three full scholarships for three 

years each to Charles Sturt University. We are also funding 6 bursaries across the 

same three years. (Picture Hayley, Scholarship Recipient presenting her story to 

BNP Bank). 

 

This three year commitment allows us to get to know the students who have 

received our scholarships and we have commenced having one of the students 

each year attend our Patronal Feast, to share their experiences and what having 

a scholarship means in their life, the impact on the local communities and their 

own family.  

 

As a result of continued growth in the funds raised, the NSW Commandery  

continues to increase giving to our four supported charities year on year. 

Our total donations to charities for 2019 increased by $10,673 or 36% year on 

year. Of more significance is our increase of 233% over the past 4 years (see below). 

 

 
Charitable Distributions    2019  2018  2017  2016  

Bush Children's Education Foundation $10,673  $7,500  $5,000  $3,000  

Sisters of Mercy - Mother Teresa Nuns $10,000  $7,500  $5,000  $3,000  

The Company of the Good Shepherd $10,000  $7,500  $5,000  $3,000  

Country Hope    $10,000  $7,500  $5,000  $3,000  

 
Total Charitable Distributions  $40,673  $30,000   $20,000   $12,000 
 

Percentage Increase (on previous year)  36%  50%    67%  
       
  
  

   



 

 

Fundraising: 

We are fortunate that our Commandery finances are being well supported by  
corporate donations and fundraising events. In 2019 we received a donation from BNP 
Bank of $5,579 which was used in part to fund our 3 year commitment to the BCEF. 
We have made a further application for funds to BNP Bank for the 2020 period. 
Our ability to raise funds reliably from the annual events we hold has enabled us to  
be able to maintain a fundraising stream such that we are able to make longer term 
commitments to our supported charities. 
 
We will continue to enhance the delivery of our fundraising events to ensure growth 
in funds raised year on year. 
 

Other fundraising events: 

• New Members Cocktail Function $1,704 

• Gala Fundraising Dinner   $11,063 

• Theatre Night    $5,494 

• BNP Bank Grant    $5,579 

 

Religious Engagement: 

Our NSW Commandery Calendar is interspersed with important religious events  
during the year. Each year we have Good Friday at St John’s (pictured), Quiet Day at 
the Shrine of the Holy Innocents, Chapel  
Service at St John’s midyear and our Saint  
Lazarus Patronal Feast Service to end the 
year. 
 
We are very blessed to have very active  
religious support in our Commandery to  
deliver meaningful and tailored religious  
support to our Members.  

I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank, on behalf of the entire  
NSW Commandery, Mons Peter Williams, Canon Colin Aiken, Bp Richard Hurford,  
Fr Christopher Gardiner, Sr Maria Wheeler and Mon Brian Rayner for their support 
and council. 
 
This year we commenced a new format for our Patronal Feast with an Ecumenical 
Mass at St John’s College followed by dinner in the college. Each future year an  
Ecumenical Mass will be held alternately between St John’s and St Paul’s Colleges. The 
Patronal Feast is the centrepiece of the NSW Commandery Calendar each year. 
 
Finally I would like to thank the NSW Executive Team for their support and the work 

they do in support of the Members of the NSW Commandery: 

Bernadette Azizi CLJ     Secretary 

Bill Killinger AM KLJ CMLJ    Treasurer 

John Hitchen  RFD KLJ OMLJ   Almoner 

Hilda De Luca CLJ     Assistant Almoner 

Elizabeth George CLJ     Hospitaller 

Graeme Stapelfeldt KLJ    Herald 

Ian Hosking Richards  OLJ    Special Projects 

Alexandre Ladreit de Lacharrière CLJ  Membership Development 
 

Chaplains and Religious 

Rt Rev Richard W Hurford OAM KStJ ECLJ National Chaplain 

Very Rev Peter G. Williams VG EV ChLJ  Chaplain 

Rev Canon Colin Aiken OAM RFD ChStJ ChLJ  Chaplain 

Mons Brian Rayner ChLJ 

Rev Fr Christopher C J Gardiner OFM AChLJ 

Sister Maria Wheeler RSC CLJ 
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REPORTS FROM THE COMMANDERIES 

NEW SOUTH WALES  continued 

Chev Martin Dowling KLJ 

President, NSW Commandery 
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REPORTS FROM THE COMMANDERIES 

QUEENSLAND 

A s usual it’s all fun in the sun up here.    The 2020  AGM saw all Members of 
the Executive volunteer and retain their positions except for our hard working 
Hon Secretary Mary-Louise North who did not stand for re-election due to  
family health reasons.    Our deep thanks go out to “ML” for her dedication and 
enthusiasm for the role.    We now welcome our new Hon Secretary Elizabeth 
“Bissie” Roberts to the position. 

 

Our OLJ year has been severely restricted due to the Coronavirus, on top of 
which, the church hall in which we have been meeting for many years, was put 
up for sale.    We held our last OGM there in February and held our AGM  
in March at our Member Antony Maruca’s  office in Woolloongabba, at which 
time it was becoming obvious the virus was spreading and the Queensland  
Government. closed down all meetings.    We in turn had to cancel our Art  
Gallery/Cocktail Party fundraiser planned for the 3rd April and refund ticket 
sales.     

 

Not to be defeated Commandery Members responded to a request from the 
Mission for Seafarers in April, for “care packs” for seafarers on board ships not 
being allowed to come ashore due to the pandemic restrictions.    Members 
filled packs of goodies including games, packs of cards and toiletry items etc., 
many thanks to all who contributed.  About this time the 2020 National  
Chapter was cancelled due to the pandemic, to the great disappointment of 
many Queensland Members planning to attend. 

 

In May our new Catholic Chaplain Fr Anthony Mellor hosted our OGM on Zoom 
which was a great success and fun.    Members voted to donate $5,000 each to 
our 3 main charities, Trinity Pantry (hungry and homeless) Communify (mental 
health) and Wedgetail Hospice. 

 

Mary-Louise North and Regina McGuire organised a new meeting location,  
St Augustine’s Anglican Church Hamilton, on a six month trial which we hope to 
take up in the near future. 

 

Meanwhile the Almoner/Hospitaller led group have been meeting and have 
come up with a concept of a “virtual  raffle” with the main prize donated by  
Regina McGuire of 7 nights at her fabulous Sunrise Beach apartment, just 
around the corner from Noosa Heads.     

 

Further fundraising activities depend on the Queensland Government lockdown 
strategy and the potential for a second wave pandemic. 

 

On the 8th June the Queen’s Birthday Honours list announced two of  
our Commandery Members had been honoured with awards in the Order  
of Australia, OLJ Chancellor Chev David G. Slater AM KLJ OMLJ “for 
significant service to the community through social welfare and arts 
organizations” and Capt. David Ellis OAM CLJ MNSC “for service to 
seafarers through charitable initiatives and to the community”, we are 
very proud of them both and congratulate them on their honours. 

 

I extend my grateful thanks to fellow Queensland Commandery 
Members for their dedication and support of the Commandery and Order 
over the past 6 months and during the pandemic.    I know we are all 
looking forward to continuing our contributions to the community during 

the rest of the year. 

 

 

Chev Ron Campbell Phillips KOTJ KLJ 

President, QLD Commandery 
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REPORTS FROM THE COMMANDERIES 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

 

T his year began in February with our AGM, followed by the first Ordinary 
meeting for 2020. 
 
At the AGM, the following were elected; 
 

President:        Chev Dr Ross Sweet AM KLJ 
Secretary:        Mr Bill Nicholls CLJ 
Treasurer:        Mr Joe Thorp CLJ  
Almoner:          Mr Michael Neale CLJ 
Hospitaller:      Mrs Margaret Heathcote CLJ 
Herald:             Dr Angela Evans AM OLJ 
Archivist:          Mr David Seaton OAM KLJ CMLJ 
 
At the Ordinary meeting, plans were made for our activities for the year. The 
projected events included, the Quiet Day in March, cocktail and wine tasting 
evening in April, the film night in June, a Quiz night in August and a visit to the 
Maritime museum in October. 
 
The enthusiasm for these events was quickly diminished by the advent of the 
COVID-19 pandemic beginning in early March.  Conditions were such that the 
first three events were cancelled.  Unfortunately, the film night is our largest 
fund raising event and it seems unlikely that it can be held this year. 
 
A “virtual” quiz night is now planned for August and we hope to hold a  
modified visit to the Maritime Museum, including a trip on the Port river.   
A wine bottling event is under consideration. 
 
During the pandemic, Active members have kept up support for our Emeritus 
members by means of visits and a regular prayer roster.  Our Anglican chaplain 
has produced regular homilies, prayers and poems, two of which are  
reproduced in this report, distributed on-line, for COVID-19, Passion Sunday, 
Good Friday, Mothers’ Day and Pentecost. 

 
 
 
 
             The Coronavirus Pandemic 
 
IN A TIME OF UNCERTAINTY, ISOLATION AND ANTICIPATION 
 
Almighty and All—loving God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
we pray to you through Christ the Healer 
for those who suffer from the Coronavirus COVID - 19 
in … and across the world. 
 
We pray too for all who reach out to those who mourn the loss 
of each and every person who has died as a result of contracting the disease. 
 
Give wisdom to policymakers, 
skill to healthcare professionals and researchers, 
comfort to everyone in distress 
and a sense of calm to us all in these days of uncertainty and distress. 
 
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord 
who showed compassion to the outcast, 
acceptance to the rejected 
and love to those to whom no love was shown. 
 
Amen.    
 
Archbishop Michael Jackson, Dublin and Glendalough 
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REPORTS FROM THE COMMANDERIES 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA continued 

 

We have also been delighted to have five members advanced to Commander 
rank: Bill Nicholls, Michael Neale, Brian Oldman, Joe Thorp and Margaret 
Heathcote.  The Ven David Thornton-Wakeford was awarded the MMLJ. 
We congratulate them all. 
 
We recorded the death of Chev Dr Peter Hetzel at the end of May.  Peter joined 
the Order in 1985 and had served as Hospitaller and then on the  
Hospitaller committee until granted Emeritus status recently.   A memorial  
service will be conducted when precautions allow. 
 
I wish to thank those members who have worked quietly but productively  
during what has been a most unusual time.   We look forward to rejoining our 
normal activities as soon as is possible. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Retreat to the things within: 
 

Dear God, a door on the world is momentarily closing; 
There is much anxiety and fear about the future. 
Open the door within my soul that I may take repose 
upon your eternal changelessness and love. 
 
Let me nourish the things within: my home, my garden, 
my family, the autumn leaves and cooler nights, and 
more time to pray for many who are ill and dying, 
for carers, doctors, scientists and researchers. 
 
For the time being, this is my cell with you and others; 
my cloud of unknowing, my place apart in waiting. 
Let me trust completely in you, believing that 
‘All shall be well; all manner of things shall be well.’ 
 

David Thornton-Wakeford with gratitude to Julian of Norwich 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chev Dr Ross Sweet AM KLJ 
President, SA Commandery 



 

 

12  

REPORTS FROM THE COMMANDERIES 

TASMANIA 

M embership 
The Tasmanian Commandery presently has 16 Active members, 2 Emeritus members 
and 2 Inactive members.  
 
Annual General Meeting 
The Tasmanian Commandery held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) on Tuesday,  
3 March 2020. Office bearers were elected as follows: 
President Chev Richard Pringle-Jones KLJ OMLJ 
Secretary Don Macleod CLJ OMLJ 
Treasurer Chev Kerry Bowerman OAM KLJ CMLJ 
Hospitaller Chev Chris Merridew KLJ 
Almoner Chev Chris Jones OAM KLJ OMLJ 
Herald Chev Barry Pickard KLJ 
 
Rt Rev Dr Chris Jones ChLJ OMLJ and Rev Fr Brian Nichols ChLJ OMLJ continue as  
Chaplains to the Tasmanian Commandery. 
 
A General Meeting of the Tasmanian Commandery took place after the AGM which was 
followed by a glass of wine, provided by Herald Barry Pickard, and refreshments.  
 
Advancements and Awards 
Secretary General Peter Bennison was advanced to the rank of KCLJ and National  
Treasurer Rod Scurrah was advanced to KLJ, both in recognition of their national  
contribution to the Order. John Kennedy was advanced to the rank of CLJ and  
Chev Richard Pringle-Jones, Chev Chris Jones and Don Macleod were awarded OMLJ. 
 
Chev Rod Scurrah and Chev Jim Grant are presently National Treasurer and National 
Hospitaller, respectively. Chev Ron Banks also continues in the important role of  
Chairman of the St Lazarus Foundation, with Chev Jim Grant serving as a Director.  
We continue to retain Secretary General Chev Peter Bennison as a member of the  
Tasmanian Commandery. 
 

Fundraising and Community Support in Tasmania 
The Tasmanian Commandery’s fundraising model is well established with well targeted 
supporters and functions at unique venues where we attract good support, that also 
includes generous donations, and secondly, maintain our high profile in supporting the 
valuable work of the Cancer Care Coordinator in the Gibson Ward at the Calvary  
St John’s Hospital.  
 
This high regard was recognised in August 2019 by the bequest to the Order of $20,000 
for “the Order’s work in providing Cancer Care at the Gibson Ward, St John’s Hospital”. 
Members of the Order feel very humbled in as much as we did not know the testator 
but accept that she knew and possibly benefitted from the care that we support. 
 
The Tasmanian Commandery has committed to the funding of the Cancer Care  
Coordinator role at the Gibson Unit, St John’s Campus, Calvary Health Care for a fifth 
year as the major funding activity of the Tasmanian Commandery in 2020. A further 
donation of $5,500 was made in May 2020. To date the Tasmanian Commandery has 
donated almost $50,000 in support of the Cancer Care Coordinator. 
 
In addition, in December 2019, the Tasmanian Commandery made a donation of more 
than $3000 to the J. W. Whittle Palliative Care Unit, Royal Hobart Hospital for the  
purchase of refrigerators and DVD player units for the benefit of patients and their 
families. 
 
Our annual fundraising event for 2019 
was a Garden Party in the “Hidden 
Garden” of Graham Woodward CLJ and 
his wife Rosemary. Members of the  
Tasmanian Commandery hosted more 
than 85 guests and raised more than 
$13,000, including significant additional 
donations of $8,100.  



 

 

COVID-19 Response – Tasmanian Commandery 
Following communication between The Grand Master and The Grand Prior, it was  
understood that a “Flagship Project” may be comprised of local action and delivery.  
Details would then be gathered from the Commanderies and presented as the  
response by the Australian jurisdiction. 
 

Following circulation of the request for support amongst members of the Tasmanian 
Commandery, a wide range of responses was received from members. They included: 
• Any support from the Order should be directed locally and at the same time 

not spread too thinly. 
• We need to deal with the “here and now”.  
• Government will provide support through sponsored programs but there are 

gaps that will not be covered by such funding.  
• The Charities are at the “coal face” and have the ability to identify genuine 

needs.  
• Church based charities and charities associated with support to the homeless 

should be our focus. 
 

After much thought and discussion, the Tasmanian Commandery, having regard to the 
funds available for distribution, decided to make the following allocation; five thousand 
dollars ($5,000.00) to each of the following: 
•    Hobart City Mission 
•    Anglicare 
•    St Vincent de Paul 
with a request they be spent in our local community to reflect the source of our funds. 
Additional personal donations from Commandery members resulted in a total  
distribution of $16,800 across these three charities”.  
 

Members of the Tasmanian Commandery trust they have made a significant  
contribution in support of those who have suffered as the result of the impact of the 
COVID-19 virus within our community.  
 

Chev Richard Pringle-Jones KLJ OMLJ 
President, TAS Commandery 
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REPORTS FROM THE COMMANDERIES 

VICTORIA 

I t almost feels like a lifetime ago since I put pen to paper (so to speak) in late 
2019 to write the Victoria President’s report for the Lazarus Letter. It has been a 
major disappointment that the Victorian Commandery had to defer the National 
Chapter meeting. As everyone will recall, the program was finalised, registrations 
were ‘coming in thick and fast’ and then the rapid spread of COVID-19 saw  
lockdowns across the country. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the very hard work of the  
National Chapter working group (Mr David Richards CLJ, Canon Dr Ray Cleary AM 
ChLJ OMLJ, Mr Ian Armstrong OAM JP CLJ, Mrs Mary Armstrong CLJ, Mrs Heather 
Sanderson OLJ, Mr Michael Hines (as a recent addition) Mr Michael Gilmour KCHS 
OLJ and Chev Anthony Kennedy OAM KHS KLJ). We look forward to reviving the 
National Chapter program (when it is safe and sensible to do so). 
 
I can report that prior to the lockdowns a few key activities were held here  
in Victoria. This year’s Lenten Quiet Day was held on 7 March 2020 and was  
hosted by our Catholic Chaplain Monsignor Stuart Hall EV RAN ChLJ. Over  
20 Commandery members were treated to a lovely venue including the very  
beautiful sandstone church. In addition, Monsignor Stuart Hall provided a deep 

and thought-provoking set of reflective sessions.  
 
Victoria was pleased to have five postulants, ready to be invested at the deferred 
National Chapter meeting. These postulants are: 
 

Mr Nicholas Lambarde Scott; 

Mrs Camille Edwards; 

Mr Enrico Bettoni;  

Mrs Elizabeth Bettoni. 

It was encouraging to see several Victorian Commandery members receiving  
awards and promotions, including: 
 

Awards         Promotions 

Dr Ian Dickson AM KLJ MMLJ      Dame Davinia Johnson OAM DLJ OMLJ; 

Canon Dr Ray Cleary AM ChLJ OMLJ;     Mr Richard Lodder CLJ; 

Mr Keith Beecher OAM MMLJ; and     Chev Brian Bubbers KLJ. 

 

I congratulate these members and particularly acknowledge the work of Keith 
Beecher. While he is not a member of the Order (but instead a ‘Friend of the  
Order’), he has volunteered a considerable amount of time to the Victorian  
Commandery when applying his accounting expertise. 
 

For some time now the Victorian Commandery has been providing financial  
support to a very important Victorian activity, Green Cross Project Inc. I was 
pleased to see on 10 March 2020, the Committee of Management of GCPI and 
senior staff from Monash Health gathered in the south-east suburb of Cranbourne 
to formally launch the third new Green Cross Bus (GCOB-01). This initiative builds 
off the two buses operating in collaboration with cohealth in the western and 
northern suburbs of Melbourne. 

 
St Mary’s East Malvern 



 

 

Over the past few years GCPI has been working with several philanthropic trusts 
and Monash Health to address a key gap in the health care system. By extending  
a range of health care services via a mobile clinic, it has been able to a provide  
a service that can assist with health maintenance, disease prevention, primary 
care and support of the highest standards for the benefit of the homeless,  
disadvantaged, and marginalised members of our community. 
 

 
While GCPI is a separate legal entity to the Victorian Commandery (Order of  
St Lazarus), without the Commandery's on-going and strategic support, GCPI 
would not be able to function or ultimately exist. I encourage interested  
Commanderies to study the Green Cross Project Inc to see how similar projects  
might be developed in other states please visit:  
https://www.greencrossproject.org/). 
  
I should also add that even during the pandemic the bus providing the GP services 

in Melbourne's CBD has had continual use throughout the COVID-19 crisis. It has 

also been used to provide COVID-19 testing. 

 

These are troubling and difficult times, the priority for the Victorian Commandery 
will be to maintain it support for key hospitaller projects. Victoria, like other  
Commanderies, will be facing decreasing dividends and social distancing  
restrictions (which will make fund-raising very difficult), but we will pull together 
as a team and do our best. 
 

Finally, I was saddened to learn of the death of Dame Barbara Hamer DLJ. Barbara 
was an active member within the Victorian Commandery holding various positions 
such as the Almoner and later Hospitaller. Sadly, due to the COVID-19 lockdowns 
Victorian Commandery members could not attend the funeral, but we will seek to 
hold a memorial service later this year when restrictions permit. 
 
 

 

15  

REPORTS FROM THE COMMANDERIES 

VICTORIA continued 

Chev John Molnar OAM KLJ OMLJ  
President, VIC Commandery 

https://www.greencrossproject.org/
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REPORTS FROM THE COMMANDERIES 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

W e are involved in giving funds to carefully identified charitable  
organisations.  The money is raised by Members through their significant efforts in 
fund raising activities including a garden party, annual dinner, home parties and wine 
evenings.  The total funds disbursed was $26 200. 
 

National Trust:  February:- $200. Saint Lazarus WA began its involvement with the 
Saint Bartholomews church in East Perth in 1988. It is of historical significance as it was 
WA’s first chapel. Saving the chapel was the Commmandery’s earliest project. The 
Commandery spent funds repairing the building, followed by 2 Dames of the  
Order spending considerable funds repairing the roof to its original condition of  
sheoak shingles in the1990’s. Saint Lazarus persuaded the National Trust to undertake 
the maintenance of the building in 1996; hence an annual contribution to the National 
Trust. Saint Lazarus has celebrated its annual Commandery service there for the last 32 
years including 2 investitures. 
 

Christ Church Crisis Centre: May - $3000. Under the Pastoral care of Fr Peter  
Boyland ChLJ, the donation is exclusively used for vetted recipients in need. Many  
require fuel vouchers, others require food vouchers and some require financial aid for 
essential services. The Crisis Centre is a bridge to Anglicare or St Barthmolews for  
sustained aid. 
 

Doors Wide Open: May - $3000.  Located in Bunbury providing support, advocacy and 
information to people affected by drug and alcohol addiction. The donations  
provide funds to conduct this work. L’Arche: November - $5000. This charity is  
assisted by Fr Greg Burke ChLJ from his parish of Morley/Dianella in Perth. The Saint 
Lazarus donation purchased a Zoom internet package for community members and 
families to keep in touch daily and connect regularly each week with members in the 
Eastern States. The remainder of the donation will fund the financial gap at a special 
gathering on the 29-31 May 2020 of core members and their carers (volunteers  
or employed on a casual basis) who will not be able to afford the full cost of the  
weekend. Members and carers will have a chance to form friendships and bond  
together. 
 

WA Mum’s Cottage: November - $5000.  WA Mum’s Cottage offers companionship, 
guidance, education and assistance to mothers and young children to better cope with 

their lives at home. Men are not allowed. The donations provide funds to conduct this 
work. 
 

Diversity South: December - $5000. Diversity South supports people to live in their 
local community across the Peel region WA. It caters for a person’s needs while  
supporting all aspects of the individual’s life, enabling community access, participation 
and choice of recreational and social interactions. Our donations provide funds to  
conduct this work. 
 

Just Manna: May ‘20 - $5000.  Saint Lazarus WA has provided assistance to Just Manna 
Inc. during the recent COVID-19 crisis. Just Manna Inc. is a charitable body and  
outreach service of St Paul’s Anglican Church, Beaconsfield. This not-for-profit  
organisation has been in operation and manned by volunteers since 2006. The  
charitable status of Just Manna prevents them from fundraising activities, making 
them dependent on the generosity of others. Just Manna aims to provide direct relief 
of poverty, sickness or disability to people in Western Australia. 
 

By working with other agencies to ensure services are not duplicated, they can focus 
on providing unmet community needs. Much of this work involves being an advocate 
for their clients as they negotiate complex situations. Services that have been  
provided include: Pastoral and advocacy support, assistance to Syrian refugees,  
operating a no-cost op shop provided swags and sleeping bags, providing educational 
support and personal development such as sport and recreation activities. Funds have 
been made available to cover the expense of housing rental bonds for those seeking 
accommodation, assisting with meals, transport services, provision of white goods and 
providing funds for essential medical expenses. A conversation and vote took place 
amongst the Commandery online, it was quickly decided to donate $5000 to  
alleviate the burden of need among their clients. By 
using the internet, we overcame the tyranny of  
distance and the COVID-19 boundaries so assistance 
was delivered in a timely manner. A cheque was  
presented by the President and the Treasurer shortly 
after Easter. 

Chev Kevin Edwards KLJ OMLJ  

Acting President, WA Commandery 
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CPPC CATHOLIC PSYCHIATRIC PASTORAL CARE 

T he Queensland Commandery is proud to support CPPC helping the wonderful 

work it performs in the community.  It started in 1987 in response to people suffering 

with a psychiatric illness, whose families and friends also felt a need for the church to  

provide a supportive, caring, faith filled role. The building is housed behind the  

beautiful heritage listed St Patrick’s Church in Fortitude Valley Brisbane. 
 

Fr Jim Smith a Priest of the Archdiocese of Brisbane and Mrs Janine De Maria,  

a Registered Mental Health Nurse are the co-founders of CPPC.  The Pastoral carers 

all give a voluntary commitment of one or more days each week. Janine also  

constructed the Ministries which comprise CPPC and provides the professional  

supervision of the Pastoral carers.  This course also provides a spiritual framework for 

personal growth and incorporates the integration of other Centacare Ministries as 

well as other Non-Government Agencies 
 

The centre offers a homely, relaxing and welcoming place where people suffering 

from a mental illness can engage in a range of activities, simply rest quietly or chat 

casually with others. The Centre is managed by Pastoral carers who make themselves 

available for one to one contact with these people.  A hot lunch is provided free each 

day at noon while a roster ensures there is a minimum of 6 Pastoral carers there 

each day.  The day begins with Tai Chi followed by a Fruit Platter and Raisin Toast at 

9.45am.  The activities vary, art classes, crafts, bingo with an 11am session of Liturgy 

of the Word and discussion.  The people who visit CPPC are called simply Members. 
 

These trained Pastoral carers support the 6 Ministries of CPPC.  

• The Office  
• Hospital visitation 
• Hostel visitation 
• The Day Centre 
• Catholic companionship 
• The Prayer Ministry  

The Office - opens from 8.30am – 4pm.  The Office team provides telephone Pastoral 

care to those with a mental illness, their family members and friends from anywhere 

in Queensland and nationally.  CPPC also receives referrals and refers people, where 

appropriate, to other relevant agencies. 
 

Hospital visitation - the Pastoral carer in the ministry of Hospital visitation provides 

spiritual personalised care for patients who are acutely ill.  It is interesting to note 

that CPPC is the only organisation in south east Queensland which provide this  

service to patients.  Each Tuesday a man and a woman Pastoral carer from CPPC visit 

a range of 14 psychiatric hospitals from Caboolture, north of Brisbane to Tweed River 

just over the NSW border.   
 

Hostel visitation meets a number of needs of people living in hostels.  This is done 

through meeting the residents on an individual basis in the weekly visitation forming 

friendships with them and linking them up more with each other.  The carers are able 

to advocate for the needs of the residents, particularly community awareness, more 

resources and building their relationship with their individual parishes.  
 

The Day Centre - open 9.30am – 3pm Monday – Friday.  Approximately 25 men and  

women take part in the activities arranged by the trained carers.  A maxi taxi will 

bring those who live in hostels, people who for whatever reason find themselves  

unable to cope with their present lives.  Fr Jim always tells them when I visit ...now 

you remember Diane she is from the Order of St Lazarus....  then goes on to tell 

them how much we have provided for them over the years. 
 

Catholic companionship - responds to people suffering from mental illness whose 

need it is to share spiritually. This is facilitated in small groups, each with 2 Pastoral 

carers.  These groups provide an opportunity for each member to have her/his own 

relationship with God affirmed, encouraged and nourished.   
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CPPC CATHOLIC PSYCHIATRIC PASTORAL CARE  continued 

Prayer Ministry - established to give extra support through prayer to all the  

Ministries and individuals associated with CPPC. It comprises priests and people who 

have trained as Pastoral carers and who have worked in the various ministries of 

CPPC.  On retiring from active Pastoral ministry these people pray for members,  

Pastoral carers, friends and associates of CPPC.  The names and the special intentions 

are forwarded each Wednesday to the Prayer Ministry.  
 

Every Friday Mass is celebrated at 1pm – it is a very inclusive well attended  

celebration as all those present are able to be a part of the event. Members, staff, 

carers and indeed some from the business community of Fortitude Valley are in the 

congregation. From Wayne, always the Altar Server, to the readers, communion  

distributors, those offering thanks or asking for their intentions to be brought before 

those present.  

 

To put it in Fr Jim’s words.............. as we continue to reflect on our Pastoral  

Ministries and particularly the CPPC Ministry we become increasingly aware that 

what Jesus and the church are particularly about is building community enabling 

people to be set free from their isolation, to experience belonging in the Christian 

Family a place each one knows as home.  To be brother and sister to each other, to 

share their own stories which encourage and strengthen one another and which 

build up the family story. 

  

Father Jim Smith, the Chaplain Director is eternally grateful for the help that  

The Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem is able to provide, so CPPC this wonderful  

community service can keep its doors open. 

 
 

 

Back row from left:  Tony, Mark, Luigi, Wayne, Neil, Father Jim 
 Front row from left: Paul, Kathleen, Richard 

Diane Andrews DLJ OMLJ 
Hospitaller, QLD Commandery  
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AUSTRALIA DAY AND QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HONOURS 
 

Order of St Lazarus Members 

AM 

 Chev Michel-Henri Carriol AM KLJ (NSW) 

Chev Kevin Edwards AM KLJ OMLJ (WA) 

Chev David Slater AM KLJ OMLJ (QLD) 

  

OAM 

Captain David Ellis OAM MNSC CLJ (QLD) 

Chev Christopher D Jones OAM KLJ OMLJ (TAS) 

Chev John Molnar OAM KLJ OMLJ (VIC) 
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SHOFAR 

AN EVOCATION FROM THE NATIONAL CHAPLAIN 

Matthew 18: 21 and 22 
Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another  
member of the church sins against me, how often should  
I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him  
“Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times”. 
 

A s if the challenges and constraints of the bushfires and 
COVID-19 pandemic were not enough over these past months, the Media these past 
four weeks has been saturated with the unfolding tragedy of the bitter fruits of racism. 
 

I have been reflecting on Matthew 18: 21 to 35 - the Parable of the Unforgiving  
Servant. Jesus’ story provokes a sense of moral outrage, at the official whose debt was 
cancelled but who then refused to cancel the trifling debt of one of his debtors. 
 

Jesus told this story to highlight the quality of relationships his followers should strive 
for. The point is made graphically. A servant who owes an incalculable amount baulks 
at a trifling sum. The message is, forgiveness is incalculable, God’s generosity requires 
generosity on our part; justice without mercy will at the Last Judgement meet justice 
without mercy. 
 

Jesus’ ideal of a community in which everyone lives together in harmony seems like 
something we could all accept, hope for, strive for. Life experience shows how  
incredibly difficult it is to achieve. And how difficult genuine forgiveness is! Even when 
we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, ‘forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us’, there are times when it is a challenge - or ought to be, if only we could recognise 
the bleak inner reality of our lives, our hurts, our carefully-nursed resentments. 
 

Deep down, we seem to want the world to be ordered exclusively to our needs, and 
‘justice’ has to be ‘justice for us’ even if others have to lose out. We overestimate our 
‘needs’, and minimise the claims of others. So we incline to injustice, exploitation …  
no wonder others resist and rebel against our petty attempts at tyranny. 
 

In some mysterious way, whose effectiveness is known only to God, Jesus’ death in  
first-century Palestine began to draw the poison out of human life, began to make  
His ideal community possible, and gave us enough of a glimpse to believe it is worth 
hoping and working for. 

So as twenty-first century Christian pilgrims we know that if we honestly examine the 
inner reality of our own lives there is still plenty of poison yet to be drawn out of  
human behaviour. So we press on in hope, stumbling forwards then backwards then 
edging a little bit further forward again, towards God’s reign on earth - where there will 
be no war or oppression, but perfect harmony and cooperation; where forgiveness is 
freely given rather than grudgingly withheld; where all people live free of poverty,  
injustice and exclusion; as equals before God. 
 

Mysteriously, Jesus’ death in first-century Palestine, and God’s raising him to new  
undying life, is the key to our hope. We are not naïve idealists. But because of his death 
and life, neither are we despairing or cynical. 
 

As Australians we live in a society which by world standards is stable, secure, and  
affluent - even though we have many shortcomings in each of those dimensions. 
 

But when we join around the Altar in the eucharistic meal which he commanded us to 
share with its small portion of bread and sip of wine - we join with Christian sisters and 
brothers of all denominations whose lives are blighted by various contemporary  
tragedies. Indeed we join with people of every age who lived in comfort or in terror and 
who have held on faithfully to the hope which Jesus’ death and life have planted in 
their hearts. 
 

So in this faith and hope and inspired by Jesus’ picture of loving, forgiving, harmonious 
community in our hearts; with love and prayers for those who this very day live in  
terror and suffer injustice, knowing that here and now, there are no easy answers, and 
whatever we say may only sound trite; therefore longing for the day when Jesus’ death 
and resurrection will have drawn all the tragic evil poison from our lives from this  
polluted and diseased world. 
 

Knowing also that, so long as we fail to forgive with the same extravagant generosity 
that God has shown to us, we are holding back the reign of God - and are part of the 
problem rather than the solution. 

Right Reverend Richard Hurford OAM KStJ ECLJ 

National Chaplain 
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NATIONAL DIRECTORY 

Presidents of Commanderies: 

ACT: Ms Elizabeth Scrivener OAM CLJ 

NSW: Chev Martin Dowling KLJ 

QLD: Chev Ronald Campbell Phillips KOTJ KLJ 

SA: Chev Dr Ross Sweet AM KLJ 

TAS: Chev Richard Pringle-Jones KLJ OMLJ 

VIC: Chev John Molnar OAM KLJ OMLJ 

WA: Very Reverend Dr John Shepherd AM ChLJ OMLJ 
 

Special Appointments: 

Secretary General: Chev Peter Bennison OAM JP KCLJ CMLJ - TAS 

Herald: Chev Phillip Clarkson KLJ OMLJ - NSW 

Deputy Chancellor:  Chev Dr Ross Sweet AM KLJ - SA 
 

Deputy National Chaplain:  
Very Rev Dr Michael Protopopov OAM ChLJ - VIC 

Custodian of Insignia: Dame Davina Johnson OAM DLJ OMLJ - VIC 

National Archivist: Chev John Molnar OAM KLJ OMLJ - VIC 

Grand Master (50th) 

His Excellency Don Francisco de Borbón, Graf vonHardenberg GCLJ (J) GClrLJ - Spain 

 

 

Grand Prior: The Hon Chev Gavin Fielding AM GCLJ KMLJ - WA 

Chancellor: Chev David Slater AM KLJ OMLJ - QLD 

 

 

National Council 

Referendary: The Hon Dame Margaret White AO DCLJ CMLJ SCrLJ - QLD 

National Chaplain: Right Reverend Richard Hurford OAM KStJ ECLJ - NSW 

National Treasurer: Mr Roderick Scurrah KLJ - TAS 

National Almoner: Chev John Donovan ED KLJ OMLJ - ACT 

National Hospitaller: Chev James Grant KLJ - TAS 

Marshal: Air Commodore Chev Peter McDermott AM CSC KLJ RAAF (Ret'd) - ACT 

Immediate Past Grand Prior: Chev Willoughby Bailey AO GCLJ GCMLJ GCrLJ - VIC 


