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GRAND PRIOR’S LETTER 

 

A s the Christmas season approaches it is a time 
for Commanderies to hold Patronal Feast Day 

celebrations. In all cases this takes the form of a  
religious service and is usually followed by a social  
function.  It is important that these celebrations involve 
a religious service. The Order is first and foremost  
a Christian Order and our charitable work is done in  
furtherance of Christian Ideals.  
 

By the time you read this note I will have crossed from 
one side of the nation and back again four times, in a 
relatively brief period. Although that is time consuming 
and the adjustment to different time zones wearing I 
regard it as both a pleasant and important function of 
my office to attend these gatherings of members.  
The Grand Priory is a federation of the State and  
the Australian Capital Territory Commanderies.  
By attending these gatherings I not only gain the  
opportunity to meet with members in a collegial  
environment but hopefully to advance the ideals of  
federation which is such an important ingredient of the 
Order in this country. 
 

I very much regret that because the day chosen by 
some of the Commanderies to celebrate our Patronal 
Feast Day coincides with that chosen by others it has 
not been possible for me to attend all the services. Next 
year I will endeavour to attend the celebrations held by 
those Commanderies I was unable to visit this year.  

At the time of writing this note I have just returned 

from Spain where I attended a meeting of the Grand 
Magistral Council, my first. As an international  
organisation such meetings are not only an instrument 
for governance of the Order internationally but provide 
an opportunity for an exchange of ideas from a diverse 
range of jurisdictions which make up the Order  
worldwide. As a result of the meeting steps are being 
taking to establish a new communications platform so 
that there will be improved communications from the 
Grand Chancery and between the various jurisdictions 
which make up the Order. The aim is that the workings 
of the Order internationally will be more transparent 
than might now appear to be the case. The costs of 
maintaining an effective and efficient Grand Chancery 
are such that Council had to increase the international 
oblations by US$10 and decided that there should be  
an annual oblation of US$10 for clergy. There are  
approximately 500 clergy members of the Order and it 
was considered that they should bear some of the costs 
of maintaining the Order. 
 

This year there have been significant changes in those 
holding the Grand Offices of the Order. Apart from  
having a new Grand Master, who many of us had the 
privilege of meeting in Perth earlier this year, there is  
a new  Coadjutor, Chev Ivăn de Arteaga y del Alcăzar 
GCLJ-J (Spain); a Grand Commander, Chev. Edward  
B White GCLJ (Canada); and a new Grand Chancellor, 
Dame Marny Gilluly GCLJ (USA). I am pleased to say that 
our relationship with the Grand Officers is a good one. 
The Grand Master continues to take a keen interest in 
our activities.  
 

From time to time we receive invitations from the 
heads of other jurisdictions to send representatives to 
their respective investiture services.  I intend to do  
likewise and extend an invitation to the heads of other 
jurisdictions to our National Chapters. Indeed, the 
Grand Prior of the New Zealand Grand Priory and I have 
discussed the idea of closer contact between our Grand 
Priories. I was invited but unable to attend, the recent 
Investiture service held by the New Zealand Grand  
Priory. In return I have invited their Grand Prior to 
attend our forthcoming National Chapter in Hobart.  
 

On the domestic front all seems to be going well. The 
Chancellor has outlined in detail the state of affairs  
nationally and I thank him for his work. During the year 
he, the Secretary- General and I have taken advantage 
afforded by modern communications systems to confer 
by video link. These meetings have so far proven to be a 
useful and expeditious means of dealing with domestic 
and other matters. 
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I t is a pleasure to provide you with this first column  
as Chancellor following my appointment earlier in 

the year. Congratulations to the Western Australia 
Commandery on a splendidly run National Chapter in 
May. Since then two major matters have been attended 
to in the last few months. They are the appointment of 
a new Editor of the Lazarus Letter and making progress 
with the Grand Priory web site. 
 

Lazarus Letter Editor 

Secretary General Peter Bennison stood in as Editor for 
the last Lazarus Letter in July, and covered the Perth 

National Chapter, while arrangements were being made 
to appoint a permanent Editor. I am very pleased to say 
that the South Australian Commandery President,  
Chev Dr Ross Sweet AM KLJ has generously agreed to 
add to his duties by taking up the Editor’s role. I feel 
sure that Ross will carry with him your warm support as 
he starts as Editor and that this will be translated into 
articles for publication from Commanderies. Articles 
and photos emphasising both Hospitaller and Almoner 
activities are especially welcome. Chevalier Ross has 
been a Member of the Order for ten years. In  
professional life he was an Obstetrician and  
Gynaecologist and an Examiner for the Australian  
Medical Council. He was made a Member of the Order 
of Australia in 2005. 
 

Australian Grand Priory Web Site 

A matter which was discussed at the recent National 
Chapter was the Australian Grand Priory web site and 
the fact that much of the information was three years 
out of date. The web site was originally developed and 
maintained by Monsignor Tony Toms but health issues 
prevented his participation. He was succeeded by  
Victorian Commandery President, Chev John Molnar, 
who added this to two other important roles he  
undertakes for St Lazarus, as well as his many other  
external activities. After discussions between The then 
Chancellor and Webmaster the Chancellor’s Committee 
decided that the web site needed to be totally rebuilt 
and ACT member and recently appointed Marshal,  
Peter McDermott AM CSC CLJ offered to take over the 
role of Webmaster. Following another close assessment 
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GRAND PRIOR’S LETTER continued 
This is the first opportunity to place on a permanent 
record an appreciation of the role played by the now 
Emeritus Grand Prior Chev Willoughby Bailey AO GCLJ 
GCMLJ GCrLJ. His service to the Order in Australia is  
legendary and was duly recognised by the Grand  
Master with his appointment as Grand Prior Emeritus.  
I take this opportunity to again thank him on behalf of 
the members of the Grand Priory for his service to the  
Order.    
 

Chev Bill Killinger AM KLJ CMLJ has indicated that he 
intends retiring from the Presidency of the New South 
Wales Commandery at its forthcoming Annual Meeting. 
He has served as Commandery President for 5 years 
over two broken periods and for six years as Deputy 
Chancellor of the Grand Priory. I extend to him my 

thanks for his enthusiasm and contribution to the  
Order. 
 

I am looking forward to our forthcoming National  
Chapter in Hobart next year and I ask that you make 
every effort to attend. 
 

Finally, and most importantly, I wish each and every 
member a happy and holy Christmas and hope that 
2019 proves to be a happy and successful year for us all.   

 

 

Chev Hon. Gavin Fielding AM GCLJ KMLJ 
Grand Prior 
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CHANCELLOR’S LETTER continued 

of the original web site it was found that it would be far 
more straightforward to start a fresh web site and load 
updated and relevant information on to it. In the light 
of all the information available it was decided to accept 
that advice and the first uploaded item was the July 
2018 edition of the Lazarus Letter. The new site  
will feature Members/Public areas and when fully  
developed the old web site will be closed down. 
 

**Please note that the new Australian Grand Priory web site 
address is www.stlazarus.org.au 
 

New Members’ Brochure  

In recent days it has been good to see the publication 
of a revised New Members’ Brochure. This has been the 
work of New South Wales President, Chev Bill Killinger. 
Thank you Bill for your continued work in our quest  
to seek suitable new members of the Order. Copies 
have been sent to all Commandery Secretaries and are 
designed specifically to give to prospective members. 
 

Postulants 

There are two petitions from applicants to join the  
Order (ACT and WA). While I really hesitate to say it 
time marches on towards our next Investiture in Hobart 
and so if your Commandery is considering putting  
forward applicants for membership, these really need 
to be well in train by now through your internal  
processes. Further advice or assistance can be given by 
the Secretary General. 
 

OMLJ Rosettes 

It was mentioned at the Perth National Chapter that 
those members who have OMLJ insignia without a  

rosette mounted on the ribbon need to have them  
updated. The plain ribbon indicates an MMLJ (which is 
the grade lower). The Custodian of the Insignia, Dame 
Glenise Masters will be able to assist with this matter. 
 

International Academy of St Lazarus 

The third meeting of the Academy of St Lazarus will be 

held in Malta between 24 and 26 October 2019.  

Members interested in attending should go the Events 

page of the international web site www.st-lazarus.net 

to find more details and there is a contact for extra  

information. 
 

40th Anniversary of the Order of St Lazarus in Australia 

It is pleasing to see the arrangements are in hand  
for members of the Grand Priory to mark the 40th  
anniversary of the Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem  
in Australia with a Church Service at St John’s Gordon - 
where it all started back in 1979. Further details are 
mentioned elsewhere in this edition. 
 

Finally, this role is still very much a 'learning curve' for 
me, but may I express my sincere thanks to our Grand 
Prior, Gavin Fielding, and Secretary General, Peter  
Bennison, for their great patience in supporting a  
technologically challenged, 'slow learner'. 

 

Chev David Slater KLJ OMLJ  
Chancellor 
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David Slater, Chancellor, addresses the gathering at Brunch on the Green, QLD 
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NATIONAL CHAPTER - HOBART, TASMANIA   

2 – 5 MAY 2019 

W e extend a warm  
welcome to join us  

in Hobart for the 2019 National  
Chapter. Hobart is a modern  
bustling city, with Georgian  
buildings, excellent local  
restaurants and many historic sites. 
 

Accommodation and all meetings 
will take place at the RACV/RACT 
Hobart Apartment Hotel in Collins 
Street, Hobart. This is a four-star 
location, close to the churches  
chosen for our National Chapter 
event. RACV accommodation rates 
provide attractive discounts for 
attendees having full membership 
with the RACV, or an associated  
automobile club. The RACV Hotel is 
a short walk to Salamanca Place, 
Sullivans Cove and Battery Point. 

A half-day local excursion including 
fine food and wines, will precede a 
Reception at Government House 

on Thursday evening, after which 
members and guests may choose to 
dine at one of Hobart’s many  
restaurants. 
 

On Friday, Committee Meetings 
and the National Council meetings 
will be held at the RACV/RACT  
conference hotel. Members and 
guests not involved in the meetings 
may visit the new exhibition at  
MONA, which will include lunch. 
Further details of the visit to MONA 
will be provided at a later date. 

In the evening, the Vigil Service will 
be held at St Joseph’s Church (built 
in 1841), Macquarie Street, a short 
walk from the conference hotel. 
There are no scheduled dining  
arrangements for Friday evening. 
Members and guests are advised to 
consider planning and booking in 
advance. Dining options will be  
included in the registration pack. 

 

The AGM for members will be  
held at the RACV/RACT Hotel on  
Saturday morning and in the  
evening, the Investiture Service will 
take place at St David’s Cathedral, 
Murray Street, again only a short 
walk from our conference hotel.  
Dinner will be held at the Grand 
Chancellor Hotel, with illuminated 
views overlooking the waterfront. 
 

A Sunday Mass will be held at the 
Holy Spirit Church, Sandy Bay, with 
a Farewell Lunch to follow at the  
Royal Hobart Golf Club. For those 
departing Hobart on Sunday  
afternoon, a bus will be provided 
for transport to Hobart Airport, a 
trip of less than five minutes  
duration. 
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Winter has been a quiet time for the ACT Commandery 
with a significant number of our membership escaping 
for a while from the almost daily frosts. 

 

Our Winter service was held on  August 31st at The  
Carmelite Monastery and was conducted by our  
chaplains Rev. Gregor Henderson and Rev. Dr. John  
Cohen with Gregor preaching the significance of our 
two texts for the evening-The Song of Solomon and a 
reading from James. Dinner afterwards was held at The 
Royal Canberra Golf Club. 

 

The Retreat was on September 8th at The Carmelite  
Monastery and was conducted by Eileen Glass who  
has been a member of the  L’Arche  community for  
40 years and was in fact second in charge of L’Arche 
International, under Jean Varnier, living in France for 
five years. 

 

Although we didn’t have large numbers attending the 
retreat was inspirational. Eileen talked of the family 
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus in Bethany and the  
relationship with Jesus. We were told that Jesus loved 
Mary, Martha and Lazarus and such a relationship was 
built over time and through faithfulness and showed a 
sign of Jesus’s preference for the poor. We heard of the 
extraordinary reality of the resuscitation of Lazarus  
who in “ this “ life was invisible to many. Eileen also  
associated the needs of the small family in Bethany with 
those of the core members of L’Arche who tend to be 
marginalised in our society. In some ways the poor  
man Lazarus is a sign to poor man Jesus of the all  
encompassing love of God who will call forth his  
beloved son from the tomb. 

 

The L’Arche  barbeque and cricket match was held in 
Telopea Park on October 7th which was a beautiful 
spring day. It is one of the highlights of the year for us 
as we host, entertain and play cricket with the L’Arche 
core members and their helpers. The barbeque was 
prepared by Heather and Peter McDermott and as usual 
the L’Arche team won the Heather Leedman trophy. It 
was a joyous occasion. 

 

In early November we visited the two new L’Arche 
homes that have been established in suburban  
Canberra in 2018. L’Arche for the moment is the only 
charity that we support and our $21,000 proceeds from 
the annual L’Arche dinner have been used to partly  
furnish these homes. 

The Patronal Day Service was held on December 14th at 
the Wesley Uniting Church, Barton, and afterwards  
dinner at The Commonwealth Club. 

 

DATES FOR THE ACT COMMANDERY 2019 

 

Commandery AGM - February 27th  

 

Lenten Service - March 15th at 6pm  
St. Paul’s, Manuka 

 

L’Arche Dinner - March 29th 
The Commonwealth Club 

 

National AGM - May 2nd - 5th 
Hobart 

 

Winter Service - August 30th at 6pm  
The Carmelite Monastery 

 

Retreat - September 28th 
The Carmelite Monastery 

 

L’Arche BBQ & Cricket - October 27th 

 

Patronal Festival - December 13th at 6pm  
Wesley Uniting Church, Barton 
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REPORTS FROM THE COMMANDERIES 

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY  

Chev Dr Bryan Cutter KLJ 
President, ACT Commandery 
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Highlights 

The highlights of this report are 

 The financial recovery  of the NSW Commandery  
continues with another successful year of  
fundraising and charitable giving 

 

 Very Reverend Peter Williams VG EV ChLJ, Vicar 
General & Moderator of the Curia, Diocese of  
Parramatta who was invested at the Perth National 
Chapter this year was appointed as Catholic  
Chaplain of the Commandery 

 

 A successful black tie dinner was held in October 
with Tony Abbott MP as guest-of-honour 

 

 Bp Dr Peter Comensoli ChLJ left the Commandery 
upon his appointment as Archbishop of Melbourne 

 

 Members Rex Morgan AM MBE KLJ CMLJ, Dr Jim 
Roche OAM CLJ, Warwick Wilkinson AO RFD ED CLJ 
transferred to Emeritus Membership 

 

 Two members passed away this year: Bill Galvin 
OAM JP OLJ and Br Charles Aquilina AChLJ 

 

Executive and Membership 
Bill Killinger has now completed five years as President 
(broken service) with the past consecutive three years 
being served in response to a request form the Grand 
Prior and Chancellor at the time to get the NSW  
Commandery "sorted out". Financial recovery has been 
achieved with increases and stability in fundraising,  
giving and profitability.  We need to progress and that 
means new leadership with a new approach and fresh 
ideas. There are long standing Commandery members 
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REPORTS FROM THE COMMANDERIES 

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY continued 

Retreat at The Carmelite Monastery 

The L’Arche  Barbeque and Cricket Match in Telopea Park Cricket Match in Telopea Park 
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NEW SOUTH WALES 

Councillor Peter Cavanagh, Mayor of Woollahra  

with the late Br Charles Aquilina 
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who embody the traditions of the Order and while they 
are present, those traditions will be respected but that 
will not limit the new leadership from implementing 
new ideas. 
 

John Hitchen has performed magnificently as Almoner 
for seven years now and a new Almoner will be sought -  
a Nomination Form has been received from Hilda de 
Luca. 
 

A Nomination Form has also been received from  
Bernadette Azizi for Secretary - replacing Martin 
Dowling. Nominations will also be received from  
Graeme Stapelfeldt and Elizabeth George to continue as 
Herald and Hospitaller respectively. 
 

Very Reverend Peter 
Williams VG EV ChLJ  
Vicar was invested  
in the Order this year  
in Perth and has been 
appointed Roman 
Catholic Chaplain of 
the NSW Commandery  
joining Rev Canon 
Colin Aiken the  
Anglican Chaplain.  
 

Membership of the Commandery consists of 39 Active 
Members and 12 Emeritus Members. Of the Active 
Members,  six are clerical members, one  member is so 
remote (Darwin) as to be unable to attend regularly, 
two long standing members are non-financial,  leaving  
a pool of only 30 persons being both financially and 
physically active. This is of concern to the Executive and 
needs to be addressed. 
 

Postulants and Advancements 2018 

Our only Postulants this year were Very Rev Peter  
Williams VG EV ChLJ invested as a Chaplain and  
Mr Alexandre Ladreit de Lacharriere CLJ invested  
as a Commander. Bill Galvin OAM was scheduled for 
Investiture in Perth but sadly passed away just prior to 
the National Chapter. Dame Colette Cowle DLJ OMLJ 
received a Bronze Meritorious Medallion. 
 

Fundraising and Events 2018 

The following events were conducted in 2018: 

 Annual Cocktail Party (not a fundraising event)  
was hosted by Councillor Peter Cavanagh CLJ Mayor 
of Woollahra at the Council chambers with  
a magnificent view overlooking Sydney Harbour  
in February with the aim of introducing  
prospective postulants who attend as guests  

of the Commandery . 

 A Commemoration Service was held in April  
celebrating the foundation of the Order in Australia 
at St John's Anglican Church Gordon, where the  
Order in Australia first conducted  a service. 

 A Raffle and Theatre Night was conducted in August 
2018. The raffle was drawn at a theatre night of 
Pymble Players where we booked the whole of the 
theatre and provided dinner and drinks. The play 
was  an old favourite "Dial M for Murder" resulting 
in a profit of $13,105. 

 A successful Quiet Day was held in August at the 
Shrine of the Holy innocents at Kellyville. 

 A very successful black tie dinner was held at the 
Australian Club in Sydney on 26 October. Guest of 
Honour was Tony Abbott MP and the Chancellor 
Chev David Slater attended by travelling from  
Brisbane. A profit of $11,231 was achieved. 

 The Patronal Feast was held in late November 2018 
at St James, King Street  followed by a formal dinner 
at The Masonic Club. 

 

 
Charitable Donations 2018 
The Commandery made the following donations: 

 Missionaries of Charity (Mother Teresa Nuns) - $7500 

 The Company of the Good Shepherd - $7500 

 Country Hope - $7500 

 Bush Children's Education Foundation - $7500 
This resulted in a total of $30000.  

Treasury 

Treasury services in 2018 were again unavailable within 
the Commandery to meet the requirements for good 
management and an external accountant was engaged 
to perform these services at a cost of $1500 per year. 
Reece McCormack generously donates this $1500 back 
to the Commandery each year. 
 

Pauline and Martin Dowling with Tony Abbott 
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Very Rev Peter Williams 
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Budget 2018 

Performance exceeded budget and the Commandery is 
in good financial shape. 
 

The Future 

Proper planning, procedures and commitment 
(especially by the members of the Executive) are  now 
in place in the NSW Commandery and such disciplined 
leadership is now resulting  in a successfully performing 
Commandery. 
 

To achieve real growth though, we need a build  
up of numbers of active members and an increase in 
membership appropriate to the aims and objectives  
of the Order - this will be  a longer term process and is 
being addressed currently. 
 

 

Current Executive 

The current executive, as below, will change after the 
AGM on 26 November 2018 
 

President:  Bill Killinger AM KLJ CMLJ 

Secretary:  Martin Dowling CLJ 

Treasurer:  James Winter KLJ 

Almoner:  Maj John Hitchen RFD KLJ 

Hospitaller:  Elizabeth George OLJ 

Herald:  Graeme Stapelfeldt CLJ 

Chaplains: Anglican, Canon Colin Aiken OAM RFD CStJ 

ChLJ, Catholic, Very Rev Peter Williams VG EV ChLJ 

 

 

 

 

QUEENSLAND 

Well it’s all fun in the sun up here….during 2018 we 
have had 6 Ordinary General Meetings including the 
AGM ….2 Fundraisers and a Patronal Day. 
 

The July 2018 Lazarus Letter edited by Secretary  
General Peter Bennison set a benchmark to beat with  
it ’s reportage on the Perth National Chapter. A dozen 
Queensland Members and Spouses made the journey 
to attend. The July 2018 Lazarus Letter did justice to 
three important stories from the QLD Commandery 
namely The Very Reverend Arthur Grimshaw CLLJ CMLJ 
celebrated his 60th year of Priestly Ordination.  
Fr Arthur joined the Qld Commandery in 1989.  
Capt David Ellis MNSC CLJ In his 10th year as President 
of the Brisbane Mission to Seafarers accepted the 
award at the UN in Geneva for the World Seafarer  
Centre of the Year for his Brisbane Centre and then 
being whisked off to London to have lunch with The 
Princess Royal, Princess Anne the World Patron of the 
Mission’s. David was promoted to Commander this 
year. Capt Tom Stodulka OLJ  released a book of poetry 
called “Storm Clouds & Silver Linings” My Journey it is 

already into a 2nd printing…Tom has donated 10% of 
book sales to the Commandery…we have already 
gratefully received hundreds of dollars. 
 

OUR CHARITIES 
Due to a distinct lack of lepers in Queensland our 
Members now support and labour tirelessly on behalf 
of the following charities donating to them annually 
between $2000 to $7000 
 

 SPP (Suicide Prevention Pathways)… Prevention of 
youth suicide 

 Anglican Trinity Pantry… Support for the hungry and 
homeless 

 Catholic Psychiatric Care 

 Communify…Refugee support 

 Wedgetail Retreat…Palliative support 

 Second Chance…Lutheran Community support  
preparing the underprivileged for job interviews 

 

There are also other charities we give varying one off 
amounts in times of need. 
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Chev Bill Killinger AM KLJ CMLJ 

President, NSW Commandery 
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REPORTS FROM THE COMMANDERIES 

FUN (D) RAISING EVENTS 
The QLD Commandery major fundraising events in 
2018 were the ”Movie and Morning Tea” at The Old 
Museum in Fortitude Valley. The movie was “Sudden 
Fear ”a 1952 American “film noir” styled thriller  
starring Joan Crawford and Jack Palance…it was a 
crowd pleaser and contributed nicely to the coffers 
despite the Commonwealth Games going on around it. 
The other major fundraiser was “Brunch on the Green” 
held in the beautiful grounds of St Augustine’s Church 
Hamilton where 125 plus guests under a giant marquee 
on the church lawn listened to our guest speaker Roly 
Sussex (ABC Radio Personality) and enjoyed trays  
endless trays of food all cooked and prepared with love 
by our Members… it was an outstanding success in 
every way thanks to Pamela Casagrande our Almoner, 
Diane Andrews our Hospitaller and Gina McGuire Chief 
of Everything and many other Members and Spouses. 
 

CHAPLAINCY 
Our Roman Catholic Chaplain of 5 years Fr Dudley 
McMahon has resigned from the Order due to ill health 
and has moved to “them thar hills” of Maleny –
Montville on the Sunshine Coast to be nearer his  
family. We shall miss his unassuming ways and pray for 
his peaceful retirement. 
 

2018 PATRONAL DAY 
Was held at St Thomas’ Anglican Church High Street 
Toowong Brisbane on Sunday 9th December at 
8.30am…a Communion Service was celebrated by  

Fr Tom Sullivan followed by a reception for Members 
and Guests at the beautiful home of Chancellor  
Chev David and Anne Slater at 120 Annie Street 
Auchenflower. This year we were doubly honoured to 
celebrate Patronal Day in the presence of the Grand 
Prior Chev Gavin and Mrs Susan Fielding especially  
flying in from Perth  and His Excellency The Governor 
of Queensland the Hon Paul de Jersey AC and Mrs Kaye 
de Jersey attending the church service. 

Chev Ron Campbell Phillips KOTJ KLJ 

President, QLD Commandery 
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Guest Speaker Roly Sussex (Linguist, National Broadcaster and Journalist) Entertains the Guests 
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REPORTS FROM THE COMMANDERIES 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

At the beginning of my last report I identified three  
issues challenging our Commandery. I am pleased to say 
that these have been addressed with various degrees of 
success. 
 

The difficulty of younger members remains a challenge 
but we have been delighted to welcome Dr. Angela  
Evans to our fold.  The membership committee  
continues to review younger potential members for 
proposal as potential postulants. 
 

The annual General meeting in February resulted in 
some changes to the Office bearers. My thanks to those 
who have served so well in the past, including Sue  
Brennan DLJ as Almoner and Robert Clyne OAM CLJ as 
Membership chairman. 
 

Innovation in fundraising became a reality with the  
inaugural “Show and Shine” day held at the National 
Motor Museum at Birdwood in the Adelaide hills.   
Sunday the 22nd of April dawned bright and remained 
that way throughout the day. Some 32 veteran, classic 
and modern cars were on display at the picnic ground 
at the museum.  The range of vehicles was outstanding.  
The members and guests attending enjoyed a pleasant 
picnic, added to by donated gourmet ice cream. All  
drivers received a certificate of participation and prizes 
were awarded to the car judged to be best by a panel of 
judges and to the car judged to be the most popular by 
the attendees. Our sincere thanks to member Michael 
Neale for organising the major aspects of the event.  
Funds raised swelled the charitable account. 
 

The annual film night was held on Sunday the 26th of 
August at the Capri cinema.  This venue is managed by a 
group interested in the preservation of theatre organs 
and has a wonderful Wurlitzer organ, enjoyed by the 
attendees as a prelude to the film. The event was again 
most successful, with some 370 people present and 
raising over $8,000. Thanks are due to the Almoner’s 
committee (and others) for arranging the venue, the 
raffle and the post-film refreshments. The traditional 
barbecue remains to be held, probably early in the New 
year. 
 

Our Commandery continues to donate to various  
charities as identified by the Hospitaller committee and 
agreed by the Commandery members. All donations are 
considered according to the Order’s Hospitaller  
guidelines. This year we have donated $10,000 to the 
Epilepsy Centre for overnight monitors for children,  
allowing their parents to sleep nearby, but not in the 
same room as their child. 

We have also donated $5,000 to the St. John’s Youth 
Services “Next Step” programme for previously  
homeless youth. 
 

The spiritual segment opening Commandery meetings 
remains central to the following deliberations and has 
been a success. The responsibility for these segments is 
shared between our Chaplains and Assistant Chaplain.  
A moving “Quiet Day” was held in March at, and 
around, the Church adjacent to the hall in which  
Commandery meetings are held. Our gratitude is  
extended to our Chaplains for the words and the music. 
The Feast of St. Lazarus was celebrated at St. Peter’s 
Cathedral, in the presence of our Grand Prior on Sunday 
the 25th of November, followed by lunch. 
 

It would be remiss not to say a few words about the 
Chapter meeting in Perth in May, for several reasons. 
The presence of the new Grand Master was greatly  
appreciated by all present. The Installation of our new 
Grand Prior, The Hon. Gavin Fielding was a highlight, 
not least because it was performed in the presence of 
the Grand Master. 
 

The Investiture of our new member Dr. Angela Evans 
was a pleasure to the strong South Australian  
contingent who travelled West for the meeting. 
 

Finally my thanks to all Office bearers and all members 
for their assistance in the activities of the Commandery 
and for their support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Chev Dr Ross Sweet AM KLJ 
President, SA Commandery 
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REPORTS FROM THE COMMANDERIES 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA  continued 

“Show and Shine” fundraising day National Motor Museum at Birdwood Sue Brennan, Ross Sweet, Michael Neale 

St. Lazarus feast day service at St. Peter’s Cathedral - Grand Prior was present  

12 

Office Bearers - SA Commandery 
 

President    Chev. Dr. Ross Sweet AM KLJ 
 

Secretary     Mr. Bill Nicholls OLJ 
 

Treasurer      Chev. Dr. Ian Chesterman AM KLJ CMLJ 
 

Almoner      Mr. Michael Neale OLJ 
 

Hospitaller     Mrs. Margaret Heathcote OLJ 
 

Herald       Mr. Robert Clyne OAM CLJ 
 

Membership  Mr. Joe Thorp OLJ 
 

Archivist      Chev. David Seaton OAM KLJ 
 

Chaplains      The Rev. Mons. Robert Aitken ChLJ OMLJ 

                      The Venerable David B Thornton-Wakeford ChLJ 

                   The Hon. Rev. Lynn Arnold AO AChLJ Kent Patrick - Best Car in Show 
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REPORTS FROM THE COMMANDERIES 

TASMANIA 

Membership 
 

The Tasmanian Commandery presently has 17 Active 
members, 2 Emeritus members and 2 Inactive  
members.  

We continue to retain Secretary General Chev  
Peter Bennison as a member of the Tasmanian  
Commandery. 

Rod Scurrah and Chev Jim Grant were re-elected  
as National Treasurer and National Hospitaller,  
respectively, at the 2018 National Chapter. Chev Ron 
Banks also continues in the important role of Chairman 
of the St Lazarus Foundation, with Chev Jim Grant  
serving as a Director. 

Advancements and Awards 

Tasmanian Commandery member and Secretary  
General Peter Bennison was advanced to the rank of 
CMLJ (National), his investiture being held in the 
course of National Chapter meeting in Perth in May 
2018. In addition, Secretary Don Macleod was  
advanced to the rank of CLJ.  

Cancer care Coordinator Support – Gibson Ward 

On 19 September 2018, members of the Tasmanian 
Commandery were hosted by the staff of the Gibson 
Ward, St John’s Campus, Calvary Health Care at a 
morning tea. The occasion marked the handing over of 
a cheque by the Tasmanian Commandery to the  
Gibson Unit in support of the Cancer Care Coordinator 
role on the ward.  

Over the past three years, the major fund raising  
activity of the Tasmanian Commandery has focussed 
on providing ongoing support to the position of the 
Cancer Care Coordinator at the Gibson Unit.  

Mid Year- Dinner – June 2018 

Will Carter was a guest of the Tasmanian Commandery 
at its June 2018 meeting. Will is Commander of the 
Western Cape Commandery of the South African 
Grand Bailiwick and is also a National Council member 
and holds an international role in public relations for 
Africa, Asia and Australasia.  

In an informal address, Will shared some ideas and 
experiences from his own Commandery:  

 Broadening the reach of communications within the 
Commandery with a local newsletter and use of 
internet and mobile technologies to reach a wider 
audience  

 Directing efforts at the wider Christian community 
in order to develop a wider support base and  
for engagement in projects and prospective  
membership (including Friends) 

 Holding a number of social events linked with  
projects as a means of introducing prospective 
members, new sponsorships, participation with 
community organisations and media coverage 

 Forming partnerships with business and community 
organisations to enhance projects and fundraising. 

 

The Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, overlooking the  
illuminated yacht club marina and harbour, was the 
venue for a dinner following the June 2018 meeting, 
attended by members of the Commandery and their 
spouses. The occasion was one of good fellowship and 
lively discussion.  

Cocktail Function – October 2018 

The former Hobart Savings Bank, established by  
Quaker George Washington Walker at 26 Murray 
Street, Hobart, was again the venue for the Tasmanian 
Commandery’s annual cocktail function for 80  
members and guests.  

The Order was privileged to have access to the former 
bank and now home of Warwick and Helen Rule.  
They have turned the four story heritage former bank 
building, including basement dungeons, into a gracious 
home, above the pre-existing blackwood and cedar  
panelled banking chamber. The original plasterwork 
and a large leadlight skylight above the chamber are a 
magnificent reminder of its past history.  

The atmosphere within the bank was greatly enhanced 
by the metre high floral displays arranged by Annabelle 
Grant and Heather Macleod. The contribution of  

President Chev Richard Pringle –Jones presents Nurse Unit 
Manager Deb Foster with a cheque with Neeta Oakley  

and Sr Juliana Coulson 
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REPORTS FROM THE COMMANDERIES 

TASMANIA continued 

flowers by members of the Order and friends is  
gratefully acknowledged. Fine Tasmanian wines and 
canapés were enjoyed throughout the evening.  

As Hospitaller, Chris Merridew seeks to identify new 
and appealing locations for Commandery functions, in 
order to generate interest and support from guests who 

might enjoy the uniqueness of unusual venues.  
Events of this nature continue to provide the Order with 
exposure to a growing support base. It is also an  
opportunity to expound on the work of the Order in 
Tasmania.   

Chev Kerry Bowerman, a former senior manager of the 
Savings Bank of Tasmania, provided a summary of the 
background and history of the Bank which opened on 
this site in 1859. The Bank continued operations at this 
location for 103 years and on its closure, Kerry collated 
records and artefacts and presented them to the  
Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery. He also recounted 
a number of interesting and amusing personal  
experiences of life, working as a young bank employee 
at 26 Murray Street. 

Later in the evening, Neeta Oakley, Senior Social  
Worker and Cancer Care Coordinator spoke about her 
role at the Gibson Unit. This which included the  
development of treatment plans in conjunction with the 
oncologist and the medical team, complex patient dis-
charge planning, counselling and family support.  
The work of the Coordinator has greatly increased the 
quality of services delivered to patients, decreased staff 
burden and lifted morale for staff and patients.  

In early 2018, it was reported that the role of the  
Coordinator was expanding and becoming increasingly 
important to patients and from feedback received from 
both patients and their families, it was clearly  
recognised that the Coordinator made a significant 
difference in support of vulnerable patients. The now all
-online system to access services was proving difficult to 
navigate, causing barriers to people, particularly those 
that were not computer literate and who were both 
fragile and unwell. 

The role now also provides for care ‘at home’, arranging 
and providing linked resources and services which  
enable patients to choose to die at home. The  
Coordinator advises on the range of services that are 
available to be delivered ‘at home’ and provides  
support for ‘at home’ carers and families. 

Dame Sister Juliana Coulson Celebrates 

“Perseverance, prayer 
and friendships” –  
these are what Dame  
Sister Juliana Coulson  
AM LCM DLJ CMLJ  
is grateful for after  
60 years of religious 
profession as a Sister of 
the Little Company of 
Mary. A celebratory 
Mass was held to mark 
the milestone at her 
community’s house in 
Lenah Valley on Thursday, 11 October 2018, and, on the 
following Sunday, Sister Juliana invited friends and 
guests to help her celebrate her diamond anniversary at 
an afternoon tea held at her home. 

Sister Juliana entered the Little Company of Mary in 
1956, where she took the name of Juliana. The  
congregation had a strong focus on professional  
training, with Sister Juliana gaining a tertiary  
qualification in health administration. In 1988, she was 

Banking chamber and magnificent leadlight skylight above 

Dame Sister Juliana Coulson  
Diamond anniversary 

14 Unification through Communication 



 

First of all I would like to thank a number of  
Commandery members who have made a significant 
contribution during the year as outlined in this report. 

Fund-raising 

Our fund-raising team led by Mrs Robin Richards CLJ 
are particularly deserving of acknowledgement. Our 
Gala Dinner on 13 October 2018 was the best yet, 
with approximately $31,000 raised. It was particularly 
heart-warming to see the significant cheques from the 
Freemasons of the Victoria providing $5,000 which 
was presented on the night (and a subsequent  
matching amount). 

This effort would not have been possible without  
the strong support of the members of the Victorian 
Commandery and the Gala Dinner sub-committee. 

With all the hard work of Almoner’s committee (and 
the Finance Committee) this year the following 
amounts have been made available from the Victorian 
Commandery: 

 The Lazarus Centre at St Peter’s Eastern Hill and St 
Marks Fitzroy, received $17,000; 

 The Wellington Centre in Collingwood received 
$12,000;  

 The Spafford Centre ($18,000 payment made to 
Anglican Overseas Aid) and  

 Green Cross Project Inc received $750. 
 

Membership 

Thanks are due again to Mr Will and Mrs Camille  
Edwards for again opening their home for new  
member’s information nights which has led directly to 
an increasing number of potential postulants coming 
forward.  

Also I would like to acknowledge the Rt Rev the  
Hon Dr Peter Hollingworth AC OBE to co-hosting an 
information lunch at the Savage Club in August this 
year. Again this initiative not only generated a  
wonderful discussion but also a number of  
applications. 
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REPORTS FROM THE COMMANDERIES 

TASMANIA continued 

made a Member of the Order of Australia (AM)  
for services to hospital administration, as a senior  
administrator and Director of Calvary Hospital, Hobart. 

She has served on advisory boards to Calvary hospitals 
in Adelaide, Melbourne, Canberra and Hobart and  
as Director of Nursing in Hobart, as well as on her  
community’s provincial council. 

In May 1991, Sister Juliana joined the Tasmanian  
Commandery of the Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem. 
She was Tasmanian President from 1998 to 2001 and 
rose to the rank of DLJ in 2001. In 2007, she received 
the award of CMLJ.  

Office Bearers 

At its Annual General Meeting (AGM) held on Tuesday, 
6 March 2018, the Tasmanian Commandery elected 
office bearers as follows: 

President Chev Richard Pringle-Jones KLJ 

Secretary Don Macleod CLJ 

Treasurer Chev Kerry Bowerman KLJ 

Hospitaller Chris Merridew CLJ 

Almoner Chev Chris Jones KLJ 

Herald Barry Pickard CLJ 

Rt Rev Dr Chris Jones ChLJ OMLJ and Rev Fr Brian  
Nichols ChLJ OMLJ continue as Chaplains to the  
Tasmanian Commandery. 

 

 

 
Chev Richard Pringle-Jones KLJ,  
President, TAS Commandery 

VICTORIA 
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VICTORIA continued 

At the time of writing this report the Victoria  
Commandery is on-track to have ready at the National 
Chapter meeting in Hobart at least six new members, 
coupled with three postulants that were not able to 
make Perth this year is another strong result. 

My thanks to Michael Kirwan who has very effectively 
managed this process with great efficiency and  
professionalism. 
 

National Chapter 

A solid number of Victorian Commandery members 
were able to attend the National Chapter in Perth. We 
were treated to an excellent event and even better 
weather. Victorian Commandery members were  
delighted to be able to meet and interact with the 
new Grand Master. 

I would like to acknowledge the 8 new members of 
the Victorian Commandery, who were invested in 
Perth: 

 Mr Philip D’Souza 

 Mr Michael Gilmour KCHS 

 Mr Michael Hines 

 Mrs Cynthia Hines 

 Mr Stephen Howells 

 Mr Cesar Lopez 

 The Ven Fr Ian Morrison OSP 

 Mrs Heather Sanderson 

Also this year we had a number of promotions: 

Commanders 

 Mr David Richards CLJ 

 Mrs Robin Richards CLJ 

 Mr Will Edwards CLJ 

Knight 

 Mr Anthony Kennedy KHS KLJ 
 

National Chapter Meeting 2020 

The Victorian Commandery has already begun  
preparations for the National Chapter meeting in 2020 
here in Melbourne. With the 40th anniversary of the 
Order here in Australia, Victoria is keen to ensure that 
all Commanderies have a good representation. 
 

Other events 

On the evening of 1 August 2018, St Patrick’s  
Cathedral over 20 Commandery members were able 
to celebrate the Liturgical Reception and Solemn Mass 
of our newest Commandery member’s arrival to  
Victoria with the installation of his Grace, the Most 
Rev Dr Peter A Comensoli DD KC*HS ChLJ (see article 
in this edition of Lazarus Letter for further details). 

Ill members 

Again the on-going of the ill health of Mons Tony 
Toms has resulted on more work for Canon Dr Ray 
Cleary and I would like to thank Ray for his extra 
efforts this year. I am delighted that our new Assistant 
Chaplain the Ven Fr Ian Morrison has been able to 
help Dr Cleary. 

Of particular importance to me is the evening  
devotion in the Chapel of Our Lord and St Lazarus held 
before each Commandery business meeting, and my 
thanks go to those who have led these short services. 
Our shared Christian Faith is the fountain of the good 
works we seek to do, so it is good to remind ourselves 
of that as we work.  

Before closing, I must particularly thank Mr Anthony 
Kennedy KHS KLJ, our hard working Commandery  
Secretary. 

God bless you all as we approach Advent and the 
Christmas Season.  

 

 Chev John Molnar KLJ OMLJ  
President, VIC Commandery 
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Gala Dinner - Lady Potter with the Earl of Loudoun 

Gala Dinner - Robin Richards with the Musicians Gala Dinner - John Molnar with Board Members 
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The year started with a challenge.  We were well  
advanced in the planning stages for the National  
Conference to be held in Perth, but inevitably there 
were several threads needing to be woven together in 
order to create a conclusive and attractive  whole. 

In the event, the Conference proved to be a great  
success.   Amongst the highlights were the visit from 
the new Grand Master and the installation of a new 
Grand Prior of Australia – our own Chevalier, The  
Honourable Gavin Fielding AM GCLJ KMLJ.  With the 
light streaming through the beautiful stained glass  
windows assisting in creating a deeply spiritual and 
peaceful atmosphere, St Georges Cathedral proved to 
be a superb setting for the St Lazarus Investiture. 

We extend our thanks to all those who travelled to 
Perth for this splendid occasion, and our feedback has 
been exceptionally positive.  Judging by the letters of 
thanks, many members greatly enjoyed themselves. 

There is a gratifying sense of energy in the WA  
Commandery as we actively seek new charities  
where support of the poor, homeless, needy and  
marginalised is most needed.   

This support has extended to the missional work of the 
Anglican parish of Christ Church Claremont, where one 
of our chaplains, Fr Peter Boyland is the Rector.  We 
have awarded a substantial donation in support of this 
parish’s hardship fund. The Catholic parish of Morley, 
where Father Greg Burke, a member of the Order, is 
parish priest, has established a connection with the 
organisation L’Arche, and we are looking to support 
this project.  

In Mandurah we are directing our charitable  
contributions and working strongly with a Christian 
group supporting women in crisis at Mum’s Cottage, 
and once again have supported the invaluable work of 
Diversity South. This group assists handicapped people 
of all ages, helping them to participate in lifestyle and 
community programmes, and creates opportunities to 
develop skills, and access recreational, learning and 

social activities in the community. This high level of 
care and rehabilitation has a strong Christian base. 

The commitment to these charities has amounted to 
$18,000 to date, with another $10,000 waiting to be 
allocated. This is a continuation of the work begun by 
our former Commandery president, Chevalier Kevin 
Edwards, whose wisdom and advice we continue to 
find invaluable.  
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Evensong at St Georges Cathedral  

Peter Walters at the presentation for Mum's Cottage 

Peter Walters passing the cheque to Diversity South 
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The Commandery is committed to increasing its  
charitable giving in 2018. 

Our annual service of Evensong was held at  
St George’s Cathedral in October.  As usual, this was 
an uplifting and moving service, accompanied by 
splendid music from the Cathedral choir.  The address 
was given by the Right Reverend Kate Wilmot, the  
Anglican Assistant Bishop of Perth, the prayers were 
led by Bishop Donald Sproxton, and the lessons read 
by the Grand Prior, The Honourable Gavin Fielding 
and Dame Beverley Charlton. 

We are actively seeking new Members.  During the 
year we welcomed The Reverend Fr Peter Boyland, 
Rector of Christ Church Claremont, as Anglican  
Chaplain, and Dr Christopher Wortham, formerly  
Professor of English at The University of Western  
Australia, and lecturer in English at Notre Dame  
University. 

We look forward to seeing you all in Hobart in May 
2019 and discussing new ways to help those in need 
on an efficient and relevant manner. 
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OUR SPIRITUAL PROTECTOR 
Youssef  I Absi, Patriarch of Antioch and All the East, and Alexandria and Jerusalem 

Youssef Absi is the Spiritual leader of 
the Melkite Greek Catholic Church, 
elected on June 21, 2017. Youssef
(Joseph) Absi is born on June 20, 1946 
in Damascus, Syria. By: Herma J Wijers  
 

Ecclesiastical career  
1973 - Youssef Absi was ordained a 
priest and became chaplain of the 
Missionary Society of Saint Paul. After 
the conclusion of philosophical and 
theological studies at the Major  
Seminary of St. Paul in Harissa 
(Lebanon), he obtained a licentiate  
in philosophy at the Lebanese  

University, licentiate in theology at 
the Institute of St Paul in Harissa, and 
a doctorate in musical science and  
hymnography at the Holy Spirit  
University of Kaslik.  
 

2001 - He is appointed as Titular  
Archbishop of Tarsus of Greek 
Melkites and Curial Bishop and  
Patriarchate. He is the Superior  
General of his religious community.  
 

2007 - Since this year he has served  

as Patriarchal Vicar in the Archdiocese 

of Damascus. He assisted as  

co-consecrator at the episcopal  

ordination of Yasser Ayyash,  

Archbishop of Petra and Philadelphia 

in Jordan.  
 

2017 - Bishop Youssef Absi was  
elected on Wednesday 20 June 2017, 
his birthday, by the Synod of the 
Melkite Catholic Church to become 
the next Patriarch of Antioch and 
leader of the world’s 1.6 million 
Melkite Catholics. Taking the name 

Youssef (his original name is Joseph) 
as his Patriarchal name. 
A native of Damascus, Syria, Bishop 
Absi has been serving as an auxiliary 
bishop in the offices of the  
patriarchate, which is based in  
Damascus, and vicar for the Syrian 
capital. He succeeds Patriarch  
Gregory III Laham, who is retired on 
the age of 85.  
 

Not self - evident  
It is not self-evident that when the 
Patriarch of Antioch retires, his  
successor also succeeds him as the 
spiritual protector for the Order.  
That means that after the election 
and installation form the Patriarch of 
Antioch the Order and the Patriarch 
have conversations about this.  
 

Honoured  
We are very glad and honoured that 
the Patriarch Youssef Absi has  
given his consent to be our Spiritual 
Protector.  

 

This information is from the site 
melkitecouncil.com 
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THE PROMISE OF CHRISTMAS 

It is odd that Christmas should be so 
popular, because in a secular age it 
speaks so sharply, uncompromisingly, 
even outrageously!  It says that God is 
real – so real in fact, that in one place 
and at one time he was born, walked 
and talked, had a home address, 
suffered and died as a man.  And it says that salvation, 
whether you mean personal wholeness, social  
wellbeing, or political freedom;  whether you mean  
salvation now in this earthly life or salvation in the 
world beyond physical death;  that salvation is through 
this God – become – man, and through him, Jesus the 
Christ, alone.  God took our flesh, our substance our 
humanity:  the substance and humanity of all people in 
the human race so that the flesh, the traditions, the 
culture, the achievements of all peoples and nations 
should be worthy of our mutual respect.  In becoming 
flesh God in Jesus Christ, the babe of Bethlehem gives 
status and dignity to every human life. 

The urgent question for many in the world this  
Christmas is whether the light of Christ’s coming can do 
anything to push back the darkness for which there is 
no material relief.  Our Christmas consciences may lead 
us to feed a small proportion of the hungry, and the 
public and private acts of charitable giving at Christmas 
might lead long term to the creation of our solid  
majority opinion which would demand that the affluent 
portion of the world take continuous action to alleviate 
the needs of the under developed two thirds of  
humanity.  The charitable works we undertake must 
never be forgotten, for without them talk of God’s love 
becomes empty and escapist.  But they are not 
‘SALVATION’ itself – they are only parables or signs of 
the total purpose of our Creator God – which is to draw 
all humankind into His unending life through the actions 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The birth of Christ is above all else, the declaration  
in visible terms that to God no human life is simply  
a meaningless statistic and that no human being is  
faceless – God becoming man not only gives dignity, but 
a purpose and future for every person who will claim it. 

It is a tragic betrayal of that essence of the Gospel if the 
Story of Christmas is turned simply into a moral  
exhortation to be kind to the underprivileged!!  To the 
rich and the poor of all nations the Good News remains 

the same:  that all human beings are 
the objects of God’s life giving love.  To 
accept this gift of God is to be set free 
of the fear of ultimate defeat.  Wealth 
will not ensnare nor poverty diminish 
the human spirit. 

In the gospel there is a hope for the 
whole human race.  Perhaps the 
Christmas joy has been slowly turned 

into a parody of itself.  Once, people gave each other 
presents because they were happy.  Now we think of a 
person’s happiness depending upon the fact that 
“Father Christmas has called”. 

Yet, in the end, if there is nothing to give people except 
the material presents, life will have lost all its meaning. 

The Gospel of Christ’s birth, with all its implications of 
joy achieved through sorrow, still remains the greatest 
of all Christmas gifts to the human race.  Because we 
rejoice in eternal life there is a real cause for  
celebration:  we have something to be generous about 
and Christmas is a confident restatement of this! 

I look forward, with you, to celebrating God’s gift of 
Himself in Christ at our worship this Christmas. 

I wish you every joy and blessing in this Holy Season. 

AN EVOCATION FROM THE NATIONAL CHAPLAIN 

Right Reverend Richard Hurford OAM KStJ 
SChLJ, National Chaplain 
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FROM THE INTERNATIONAL GRAND BAILIWICK OF THE ORDER 

Dear members of the International Grand Bailiwick  
 
Let me introduce myself to you. My name is Ronald  
Hendriks (from the Netherlands) and I am a member of 
our Order for 26 years + now. I served our Order in 
various positions, the last of which was as Grand  
Commander for the past 7 years. My term of office 
ended in November last year, but I stayed on until May 
5th this year because of the election of our new 
Grandmaster. I became Grand Commander Emeritus 
and Chevalier Ted White (Canada) was appointed as 
Grand Commander. Therefore, there was also a change 
in the chair of the International Grand Bailiwick.  
I became the chairman and Chevalier Prof. Don 
Scheers, PhD, KLJ (Netherlands) became the vice  
chairman.  
 
Those of you who are interested in my Curriculum  
vitae can ask for it, just send me an email – 
rhmh@12move.nl, and I will send it to you by e-mail.  
 
The International Grand Bailiwick (IGB) obtained legal 
status in 2015 (registration in Canada). The IGB  
actually is not a “normal” Bailiwick. It is a “shelter”  
for individual members of our Order who, for whatever 
reason, cannot be a member of the national  

jurisdiction of the country they live in. Besides that in 
our Order we have delegations. A delegation needs to 
have at least 16 members before they can become a 
national jurisdiction. Until that time they are part of 
the IGB also.  
 
Although the composition by members of the IGB is 
quite complex (spread over many countries), it is our 
intention to make a specific operating plan for the IGB. 
Therefore it would be interesting and very welcomed 
to know something about your profession, your  
charitable interests and other ideas in favour of the 
IGB. You are kindly requested to share some of this 
information with me. Maybe we can, for example  
during a pilgrimage, have a meeting of the members of 
the IGB.  
 
Chevalier Drs. Ronald Hendriks, GCLJ-J 

 
Grand Commander Emeritus  
Chairman IGB 

A LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
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Editorial expectations for the Lazarus Letter from the Chancellor include: 
 
    a] the size of each edition should ideally be 16 pages, but in any event, should not exceed 24 pages. 

    b] the Lazarus Letter may contain photos to elucidate articles. 

    c] a call should be made to seek articles and photos from Commanderies relating to recent activities  
 with special emphasis on fundraising and charitable activities. 
 

Hence Commandery contributions should be brief, focussed on fundraising and charitable events with a few  
photos relating to these events, thus allowing for other news from National office bearers and the Grand  
Chancery. This will allow the preference for page numbers to be fulfilled.  
 

 
Ross Sweet AM KLJ 

Editor 

GUIDELINES FOR CONTRIBUTORS TO THE LAZARUS LETTER 

FROM THE EDITOR 

mailto:rhmh@12move.nl
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Grand Master (50th) 
His Excellency Don Francisco de Borbón, Graf vonHardenberg GCLJ (J) GClrLJ – Spain 

 

Grand Prior: The Hon Chev Gavin Fielding AM GCLJ KMLJ - WA 

Chancellor: Chev David Slater KLJ OMLJ - QLD 

 

National Council 

Referendary: The Hon Dame Margaret White AO DCLJ CMLJ SCrLJ - QLD 

National Chaplain: Right Reverend Richard Hurford OAM KStJ SChLJ - NSW 

National Treasurer: Mr Roderick Scurrah CLJ - TAS 

National Almoner: Chev John Donovan ED KLJ OMLJ - ACT 

National Hospitaller: Chev James Grant KLJ - TAS 

Marshal: Air Commodore Peter McDermott AM CSC CLJ RAAF (Ret'd) - ACT 

Immediate Past Grand Prior: Chev Willoughby Bailey AO GCLJ GCMLJ GCrLJ – VIC 

Presidents of Commanderies: 

ACT: Chev Dr Bryan Cutter KLJ 

NSW: Chev Bill Killinger AM KLJ CMLJ 

QLD: Chev Ronald Campbell Phillips KOTJ KLJ 

SA: Chev Dr Ross Sweet AM KLJ 

TAS: Chev Richard Pringle-Jones KLJ 

VIC: Chev John Molnar KLJ OMLJ 

WA: Very Reverend Dr John Shepherd AM ChLJ OMLJ 

 

Special Appointments: 

Secretary General: Chev Peter Bennison OAM JP KLJ CMLJ - TAS 

Herald: Chev Phillip Clarkson KLJ OMLJ - NSW 

 

Deputy National Chaplains:  

Very Rev Dr Michael Protopopov OAM ChLJ - VIC 

Most Reverend Dr Donald Sproxton ChLJ - WA 

Custodian of Insignia: Dame Glenise Masters DLJ OMLJ - VIC 

National Archivist: Chev John Molnar KLJ OMLJ – VIC 

NATIONAL DIRECTORY 


